
Vietnam War Commemoration to
Host ‘Epic Event’
Arlington,  VA  –  The  United  States  of  America  Vietnam  War
Commemoration is set to host its biggest event to date to
honor Vietnam veterans, said Major General Ed Chrystal and
Commander  Brian  Wierzbicki,  acting  director  and  chief  of
public engagement, respectively, in a media roundtable held on
April 25. 

The “Welcome Home! A Nation Honors our Vietnam Veterans and
their Families,” event will be held on the National Mall in
Washington,  D.C.  May  11-13.   The  Commemoration  expects
thousands  to  attend  over  the  three-day  event,  featuring
special guest speakers and concerts. The opening ceremony,
concerts, and speaking events will also be streamed live for
those who cannot attend in person. 

“This  national  once-in-a-lifetime  event  will  honor  Vietnam
veterans  and  their  enduring  legacy  of  service  inspiring
Americans to thank them and their families for their service
and sacrifice,” the Commemoration stated in a press release. 

In 2008, Congress authorized the establishment of the Vietnam
War Commemoration, signed into law by President George W. Bush
in  January  of  that  year.  President  Obama  inaugurated
Commemoration at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 2012. Since
that time, the Commemoration has worked to build partnerships
to  reach  as  many  of  the  approximately  7  million  Vietnam
veterans both in the U.S. and abroad. 

So  far,  the  Commemoration  has  reached  approximately  3.7
million Vietnam veterans, according to Wierzbicki. The Welcome
Home event is designed to “serve as a catalyst” to reach
others so that they may be recognized and thanked, he said.
Both Wiezbicki and Chrystal talked about the importance of
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honoring our veterans, stating that, “how we treat those who
fought our past wars will have a direct impact” on who will be
willing to fight our wars in the future. 

You can read more about the United States of America Vietnam
War Commemoration and the upcoming Welcome Home! event at the
organization’s website. 
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