USS Mount Whitney Departs
Homeport for Eastern
Mediterranean
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By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Mario Coto, USS
Mount Whitney (LCC 20)

GAETA, Italy — The U.S. 6th Fleet Blue Ridge-class command and
control ship USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) departed Gaeta, Italy,
Oct. 18, 2023, in support of U.S. operations in the eastern
Mediterranean Sea.

Mount Whitney is forward deployed to the U.S. European Command
area of responsibility where it engages with Allies and
partners in support of maritime operations, which encompasses
naval diplomacy and national efforts to build comprehensive
U.S. and Allied maritime power.

The ship operates with a combined crew of U.S. Sailors and
Military Sealift Command civil service mariners in the U.S.
6th Fleet area of operations in support of U.S. national
security interests in Europe and Africa.

Headquartered in Naples, Italy, NAVEUR-NAVAF operates U.S.
naval forces in the U.S. European Command (USEUCOM) and U.S.
Africa Command (USAFRICOM) areas of responsibility. U.S. Sixth
Fleet is permanently assigned to NAVEUR-NAVAF, and employs
maritime forces through the full spectrum of joint and naval
operations.

For more than 80 years, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Naval
Forces Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF) has forged strategic
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relationships with our Allies and partners, leveraging a
foundation of shared values to preserve security and
stability.



