
USS  Georgia  Operates  with
Force  Reconnaissance  Marines
and Special Operations Forces

MEDITERRANEAN SEA (July 31, 2024) U.S. Marines from the 2nd
Force Reconnaissance Company, assigned to Task Force 61/2,
conduct  dive  operations  with  Ohio-class  guided-missile
submarine  USS  Georgia  (SSGN  729)  while  underway  in  the
Mediterranean Sea July 31, 2024. (U.S. Navy Courtesy Photo) 
By  U.S.  Naval  Forces  Europe-Africa/U.S.  6th  Fleet  Public
Affairs, Aug. 5, 2024 

NAPLES, Italy  –  The Ohio-class guided-missile submarine USS
Georgia (SSGN 729), assigned to Commander, Task Force 69,
concluded a series of interoperability training events with
Force  Reconnaissance  Marines  from  the  2nd  Reconnaissance
Battalion  and  special  operations  forces  (SOF)  in  the
Mediterranean  Sea,  August  5,  2024.  

The  series  of  events  between  joint  partners  and  allied
countries  demonstrates  the  ability  of  Task  Force  69  to
seamlessly  integrate  amphibious  and  special  warfare  into
existing  Navy  missions  in  the  U.S.  6th  Fleet  area  of
operations.  

“As  our  submarine  force  continues  to  develop  its  diverse
mission sets, we strengthen our ability to deter threats and
ensure global access, security, and stability in the maritime
domain,” said Capt. Benjamin Selph, Commander, Task Force 69.
“Integration  with  joint  and  allied  partners  enhances  our
lethality as apex predators against hard targets in the U.S.
Sixth Fleet area of operations.” 

The purpose of the training was to improve U.S. Marine Corps
and SOF integration with conventional naval forces in order to
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develop and improve tactics, techniques and procedures. Early
in  the  series,  Marines  from  the  2nd  Force  Reconnaissance
Company launched and recovered small craft aboard USS Georgia
in order to develop capabilities to execute combined arms
attacks,  advanced  personnel  recovery,  and  expeditionary
theater undersea warfare deployments. 

“Several of our Marines worked alongside Sailors aboard USS
Georgia to facilitate joint operational planning at a level
not executed before between the U.S. Marine Corps and the
submarine force,” said Major W. Connor Smithson, 2nd Force
Reconnaissance Company commander. “Collaboration at this level
only acts as a force multiplier to bring out the best of both
forces’ capabilities.” 

Later  in  the  series,  East  Coast-based  U.S.  Naval  Special
Warfare  Operators  conducted  Submarine-Special  Operations
Forces interoperability training with USS Georgia, which can
host up to 66 SOF personnel, and included participation from
the  Royal  Navy’s  Special  Boat  Service,  Norwegian
Marinejegerkommandoen,  and  Italian  Gruppo  Operativo
Incursori.  

The  training  iterations  with  SOF  sought  to  expand  and
reinforce  SOF  interoperability  with  combined  partners  and
provided  a  valuable  opportunity  to  build  combined  SUBSOF
communication and control architecture while also conducting
critical undersea training and qualifications. 

“The scale and importance of the accomplishments made by the
teams onboard USS Georgia cannot be over-stated.” said Capt.
Selph. “Integration with joint and allied SOF enhances our
undersea  forces’  ability  to  respond  to  any  threat  with
increased speed and lethality.” 

USS Georgia is homeported in Kings Bay, Georgia, and is on a
routine deployment to the U.S. Sixth Fleet area of operations.
While  in  U.S.  Sixth  Fleet,  Commander,  Task  Force  69  is



responsible for submarine warfare operations in Europe and
Africa. 

Headquartered  in  Naples,  Italy,  U.S.  Naval  Forces  Europe-
Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF) operates U.S. naval forces in the U.S.
European  Command  and  U.S.  Africa  Command  areas  of
responsibility. U.S. Sixth Fleet is permanently assigned to
NAVEUR-NAVAF, and employs maritime forces through the full
spectrum of joint and naval operations. 


