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NORFOLK, Va. – The Independence-variant littoral combat ship
USS  Charleston  (LCS  18)  departed  Naval  Base  San  Diego  to
support  U.S.  Northern  Command  (USNORTHCOM)  southern  border
operations, May 20. 

Charleston takes over duties previously carried out by the
Arleigh  Burke-class  guided-missile  destroyer  USS  Stockdale
(DDG 106) and will conduct similar operations in support of
USNORTHCOM’s border security objectives. 
 
Charleston’s  departure  reinforces  the  Navy’s  role  in  the
Department  of  Defense’s  coordinated  effort  in  response  to
Presidential  executive  orders  and  directives.  Charleston’s
sea-going  capacity  contributes  to  USNORTHCOM’s  ability  to
protect the United States’ territorial integrity, sovereignty,
and security, through a coordinated, multi-domain strategy. 
 
Charleston  will  continue  operations  with  an  embarked  U.S.
Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET). These Coast
Guard  teams  bring  specialized  expertise  in  maritime
interdiction,  enabling  the  ship  to  address  a  range  of
challenges, from countering illegal activities to supporting
humanitarian efforts and homeland security operations. 
 
Charleston is homeported in San Diego as part of Littoral
Combat  Ship  Squadron  1.  Littoral  combat  ships  are  fast,
optimally-manned,  mission-tailored  surface  platforms  that
operate  in  near-shore  and  open-ocean  environments,  winning
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against  21st-century  threats.  LCS  integrate  with  joint,
combined,  manned  and  unmanned  teams  to  support  forward-
presence,  maritime  security,  sea  control,  and  deterrence
missions around the globe. 
 
Now, while operating in the USNORTHCOM area of responsibility,
Charleston  will  respond  to  national  priorities  and  a
Presidential declaration emphasizing the military’s role in
securing U.S. borders. As the DoD’s lead for implementing
border-related  executive  orders,  USNORTHCOM  continues  to
support critical Department of Homeland Security capabilities
gaps, with Charleston marking a vital contribution to these
efforts. 
 
USFFC  is  responsible  for  manning,  training,  equipping  and
employing more than 125 ships, 1,000 aircraft, and 103,000
active-duty  service  members  and  government  employees,  and
providing combat-ready forces forward to numbered fleets and
combatant  commanders  around  the  globe  in  support  of  U.S.
national interests. 
 
USFFC also serves as the Navy’s Service Component Commander to
both USNORTHCOM and U.S. Strategic Command, providing naval
forces in support of joint missions as Commander, Naval Forces
Northern  Command  (NAVNORTH)  and  Commander,  Naval  Forces
Strategic Command (NAVSTRAT). USFFC is the Strategic Command
Joint Force Maritime Component Commander (JFMCC STRAT) and
executes Task Force Atlantic in coordination with U.S. Naval
Forces Europe. 


