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PEARL HARBOR, HI, UNITED STATES – The Navy’s newest Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer, USS Carl M. Levin (DDG
120), and its crew arrived at the ship’s new home port of
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Aug. 7. 
 
USS Carl M. Levin is the first naval ship named in honor of
Michigan’s longest serving senator, the late Carl M. Levin,
for his years of service as a longtime member and chairman of
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
 
Levin  began  his  career  as  an  attorney,  professor,  and
assistant attorney general in Michigan and was elected to the
Senate  in  1979.  Levin  chaired  the  Senate  Armed  Services
Committee from 2001 – 2003 and from 2007 until his retirement.
He  was  Michigan’s  first  Jewish  senator  and  the  state’s
longest-serving senator, serving for 36 years before retiring
in 2015. 
 
“USS Carl M. Levin honors the legacy and achievements of a
great American senator who always placed service of others
above  self,”  said  Cmdr.  Kelly  Craft,  Carl  M.  Levin’s
commanding officer. “Symbolized in U.S. steel, the crew has
worked tirelessly to bring her to life and sail her to our
homeport of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. We are proud to join our
comrades  in  the  defense  of  Hawaii,  ready  to  take  on  any
challenge and always remain tenacious in the fight.” 
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During Carl M. Levin’s transit to Hawaii, the ship made port
calls to major naval ports including Newport, Rhode Island.,
Norfolk,  Virginia,  Mayport,  Florida,  and  San  Diego,
California.  Additionally,  the  crew  stopped  in  Oranjestad,
Aruba, before continuing through the Panama Canal and visiting
Manta,  Ecuador.  Throughout  their  journey,  Carl  M.  Levin
accomplished numerous certifications and evolutions including,
underway replenishments at sea, flight quarters, gun shoots,
small boat operations, and many more. 
 
The ship was christened on Oct. 2, 2021 at the Bath Iron Works
in Bath, Maine, and commissioned in on June 24, 2023, in
Baltimore. 
 
The mission of Commander, Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific
is to manage the overall warfighting capability of the Surface
Combatant Force homeported at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
Hawaii; to coordinate the manning, operations, combat systems,
engineering, maintenance, training, logistics, administration,
and support of assigned units to achieve the highest levels of
combat readiness. 
 
As in integral part of U.S. Pacific Fleet, U.S. 3rd Fleet
operates  naval  forces  in  the  Indo-Pacific  in  addition  to
providing realistic and relevant training necessary to execute
the  U.S.  Navy’s  timeless  roles  of  sea  control  and  power
projection. U.S. 3rd Fleet works in close coordination with
other  numbered  fleets  to  provide  commanders  with  capable,
ready  forces  to  deploy  forward  and  win  in  day-to-day
competition,  in  crisis,  and  in  conflict.  
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