
U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter
Bertholf  Returns  Home  from
Deployment  in  Support  of
Southern Border Operations 

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf (WSML 750) rendezvoused with
U.S.  Coast  Guard  Cutter  Eagle  (WIX  327)  for  a  passenger
exchange and formation steaming in the Pacific Ocean, August
6, 2025. Eagle is underway for her West Coast summer cadet
tour,  and  Bertholf  was  nearing  the  completion  of  her
Deployment in support of Operation Border Trident. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo by Ensign Holli Welcker)
From U.S. Coast Guard Southwest District, Aug. 13. 2025 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf (WMSL
750) crew returned to their home port on Coast Guard Base
Alameda,  California,  Sunday,  following  a  70-day  patrol
operating along the Southwest maritime boundary line (MBL)
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near San Diego. 

Bertholf  deployed  in  support  of  Operation  Border  Trident,
Coast Guard District Southwest’s (CGD-SW) standing operation
to  counter-illicit  maritime  activity  along  the  Southwest
MBL.  

Operation  Border  Trident  is  a  Coast  Guard-led  interagency
approach  to  detection,  monitoring,  interdiction,  and
apprehension  operations  to  combat  transnational  criminal
organizations and illegal alien activity in the California
Coastal  Region.  Bertholf  increased  Coast  Guard  operational
presence  in  the  area,  maintaining  border  control  and
territorial  integrity  of  the  United  States.   

While  at  sea  executing  Operation  Border  Trident,  Bertholf
conducted 86 security boardings and queries in the vicinity of
San Diego, checking more than 250 IDs and inspecting closed
cabin vessels to thwart illegal activity. This included more
than 250-crew hours deployed in Bertholf’s cutter response
boats, providing law enforcement presence and deterrence on
the Southwest MBL.  

Departing Alameda on June 2, Bertholf conducted a change of
command followed  by  an  annual  readiness  assessment  and
training in San Diego prior to deploying to their assigned
operating area. On June 9, 2025, Capt. Andrew Pate relieved
Capt. Billy Mees as Bertholf’s 10th commanding officer.  

Beginning on June 10, under the guidance of Afloat Training
Organization  San  Diego,  Bertholf  conducted  the  first  full
Basic  Cutter  Operations  assessment  for  the  Legend-Class
national security cutter fleet which included two weeks of
drills, evaluations, and training reviews. The crew was tested
against simulated shipboard fires and flooding in both the in
port  and  underway  environments,  as  well  as  shipboard
emergencies in various tactical scenarios. Bertholf displayed
high proficiency in several complex ship evolutions, including
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mooring,  unmooring,  and  anchoring.  Scoring  a  95%  average
across all training areas, Bertholf earned certifications in
naval  warfare,  damage  control,  seamanship,  navigation,
medical, and engineering proficiency.  

Bertholf was twice diverted to respond to search and rescue
tasking, a core responsibility that remains a sacred trust
between the U.S. Coast Guard and the maritime public. The
first case involved the search for a downed aircraft about 460
miles  off  San  Diego.  Bertholf  conducted  search  patterns,
including flying its embarked small, unmanned aircraft system
(sUAS) and used one of its cutter response boats as part of a
multi-service search effort.   

Later in the deployment, Bertholf received tasking from Coast
Guard Sector San Diego to respond to a person in the water 36
miles west of San Diego reported to be experiencing medical
distress. Once on scene, Bertholf response boat crewmembers
safely  recovered  the  person  in  distress  and  brought  them
aboard  Bertholf  for  initial  medical  care.  Onboard  health
services technicians provided medical evaluations and care to
stabilize  the  survivor  until  they  were  transferred  to
Emergency Medical Personnel for further care in San Diego.  

“Bertholf’s  crew  displayed  exceptional  proficiency  and
professionalism  recovering  the  survivor,  stabilizing  their
condition, and conducting a smooth transfer via cutter boat to
waiting EMS at Sector San Diego for further transfer to higher
level care,” said Capt. Andrew Pate, commanding officer of
Bertholf.  

To  maintain  the  cutter’s  shipboard  helicopter  operation
proficiency, Bertholf conducted 180 helicopter deck landings
with U.S. Coast Guard Air Stations (AIRSTA) San Diego and
Ventura  aircrews.  Bertholf  also  completed  24  fast  rope
exercises with AIRSTA Ventura and U.S. Coast Guard Maritime
Security Response Team West. Coordination of flight operations
provided critical training and proficiency opportunities for



helicopter crews and Bertholf’s crew, supporting their ability
to  respond  to  emergencies  requiring  shipboard  helicopter
operations both during the day and at night.   

Routinely operating independently, far from other U.S. Coast
Guard  cutters,  Bertholf  capitalized  on  several  unexpected
opportunities  to  rendezvous  at  sea  with  multiple  cutters
deployed from other districts.   

Teaming with the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Active (WMEC 618)
early in the deployment, the cutters ran several small boat
exercises  to  certify  Bertholf’s  boarding  teams  for  law
enforcement operations.   

Later, while transiting south to evade a hurricane in Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico, Bertholf rendezvoused with the U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Storis (WAGB 21), the first polar icebreaker
acquired by the U.S. Coast Guard in over 25 years. Storis was
partway  through  its  maiden  voyage  and  briefly  conducted
formation steaming with Bertholf.   

Finally, Bertholf capitalized on the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Eagle’s (WIX 327) visit to the west coast, coordinating a
passenger exchange for 36 crew members and formation steaming.
Eagle is a 295-foot, three-masted barque used exclusively as a
training vessel for future officers of the United States Coast
Guard. Bertholf and Eagle were briefly joined by the U.S.
Coast Guard Cutter Florence Finch (WPC 1157), one of the Coast
Guard’s newest 154-foot Fast Response Cutters.  

During this deployment, Bertholf had several opportunities to
interact  with  Department  of  Defense  and  international
partners. While on a port visit in San Diego, Bertholf’s crew
hosted the 89th Military Police Brigade and the 716th Military
Police Battalion, strengthening relationships between the land
and  maritime  services  and  enhanced  their  understanding  of
domain awareness capabilities in support of Operation Border
Trident.  



“I  couldn’t  be  prouder  of  the  Bertholf  crew,”  said  Pate.
“Their proficiency, professionalism, and pride throughout this
deployment  reflect  a  selfless  commitment  to  defeating
adversaries and providing security for the American people we
serve.”  

Bertholf is named for Commodore Ellsworth Price Bertholf, the
Coast  Guard’s  first  Commandant.  Commodore  Bertholf’s  most
notable service was his role in the famous Alaska Overland
Expedition in 1897. When over 265 American whalers became
trapped in ice at Point Barrow, Bertholf led the relief party
1,600 miles via dogsled. Along with Lt. David Jarvis and Dr.
Samuel Call, Bertholf herded almost 400 reindeer through a
frozen Alaska winter to feed the starving whalers, an act that
would later earn him the Congressional Gold Medal.   

Homeported in Alameda, Bertholf was commissioned on August 4,
2008,  as  the  Coast  Guard’s  first  Legend-class  national-
security cutter. National security cutters are 418-feet long,
54-feet wide, and have a 4,600 long-ton displacement. They
have a top speed of 28 knots, a range of 12,000 nautical
miles, and can hold a crew of up to 170. Bertholf routinely
conducts operations throughout the Pacific, where the cutter’s
combination  of  range,  speed,  and  ability  to  operate  in
extreme-weather  conditions  provides  the  mission  flexibility
necessary  to  conduct  vital  strategic  missions.  The  ship’s
motto is “Legends Begin Here.”   


