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NAPLES,  Italy  –  The  Aegis  Ashore  Missile  Defense  System
(AAMDS) located in Redzikowo, Poland, will be accepted by the
U.S. Navy on Dec. 15, 2023, where AAMDS will enter a planned
maintenance  period  to  upgrade  the  network  and  computer
systems.  Once  finalized,  AAMDS  Poland  will  be  a  fully
integrated and tested element of the U.S. Ballistic Missile
Defense System, and made ready to operate under NATO command
and control. The official transfer to NATO is scheduled to
occur spring to summer of 2024. 

The acceptance of the Aegis Ashore site in Poland, like its
sister site in Romania, is an important step in our efforts to
get AAMDS ready to protect against the growing threat posed by
ballistic missiles launched from Iran. The addition of this
site in Poland will help provide enhanced coverage and expand
protection for all NATO European populations, territories and
forces against potential threats to the Euro-Atlantic area. 
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The Aegis Ashore is defensive in nature and designed to shoot
down threats posed to U.S. forward deployed forces, or the
security of our European allies. The defensive focus of Aegis
Ashore  is  confirmed  in  the  U.S.  commitments  to  NATO  and
standing NATO policy. 

Aegis  Ashore  in  NSF  Redzikowo  is  a  critical  part  of  the
European  Phased  Adaptive  Approach  (EPAA).  EPAA  protects
European Allies and partners against ballistic missile threats
emanating from outside the Euro-Atlantic area. EPAA integrates
the missile defense systems of forward deployed U.S. Navy
destroyers in Rota, Spain with the Aegis capabilities at NSF
Deveselu, Romania and, once fully operational, AAMDS Poland at
NSF  Redzikowo  to  provide  comprehensive  ballistic  missile
defense across Europe. 

NSF  Redzikowo  is  a  tangible  demonstration  of  the  U.S.
commitment to collective security in Europe. Poland is a vital
ally, partner, and friend of the United States. Our alliance
is based on shared values, including democratic governance,
free  markets,  and  individual  liberty.  Security  is  a
fundamental pillar of the U.S.-Poland bilateral relationship. 

For over 80 years, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Naval Forces
Africa (NAVEUR-NAVAF) has forged strategic relationships with
our Allies and Partners, leveraging a foundation of shared
values to preserve security and stability. 

Headquartered  in  Naples,  Italy,  NAVEUR-NAVAF  operates  U.S.
naval  forces  in  the  U.S.  European  Command  (USEUCOM)  and
USAFRICOM  areas  of  responsibility.  U.S.  Sixth  Fleet  is
permanently  assigned  to  NAVEUR-NAVAF,  and  employs  maritime
forces  through  the  full  spectrum  of  joint  and  naval
operations.  


