Sikorsky Delivers Third
Production CH-53K To U.S.
Marine Corps
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Sikorsky delivered a seventh CH-53K Helicopter to the U.S.
Marine Corps. The heavy lift helicopter will be based at
Marine Corps Air Station New River in Jacksonville, North
Carolina. SIKORSKY

STRATFORD, Conn. — Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company,
delivered the third low-rate initial production CH-53K King
Stallion helicopter ahead of contract schedule to the U.S.

Marine Corps, the company said July 14.

This aircraft, built in Sikorsky’s digital factory, is the
first CH-53K from the Lot 2 LRIP contract awarded by the U.S.
Navy in 2019, and the seventh overall delivered to the fleet.
The CH-53K’s heavy-lift capabilities exceed all other U.S.
Department of Defense rotary wing platforms and is the only
heavy-1lift helicopter that will remain in production through
2032 and beyond.

This CH-53K heavy lift helicopter joins the six in operation
at Marine Corps Air Station New River in Jacksonville, North
Carolina. The CH-53K is the only sea-based, long range, heavy
lift helicopter in production and will immediately provide
three times the lift capability of its predecessor.

“This Connecticut-built CH-53K aircraft is a credit to our
employees and their skills embracing digital tools and other
advanced technologies to continue the Sikorsky legacy of
building modern, safe, reliable rotorcraft. Our nationwide
supply chain supports the active production line as we prepare
to deliver two more CH-53K helicopters later this year,” said
Bill Falk, director, Sikorsky CH-53K program. “We look forward
to continuing our progress toward next year’s full rate
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production decision.”

The CH-53K helicopter was born in a digital environment, and
now its digital thread connects design, manufacturing,
training, and sustainment teams. This network, that includes
everything from work instructions to maintenance manuals, is
based on the helicopter’s single, continuous data thread that
stays consistent from initial design all the way through
sustainment. Today, all of Sikorsky’s aircraft programs are
born in a digital environment. The power of this digital
thread drives affordability, producibility and reliability
across the aircraft lifecycle.

Earlier this year Sikorsky secured a contract to build 12
CH-53K heavy lift helicopters for Israel under a U.S. Navy
Foreign Military Sales agreement.

The signed letter of offer and acceptance between the U.S.
government and Israel states first deliveries of the baseline
aircraft are planned for 2025.

The CH-53K helicopters will replace the Israeli Air Force
fleet of modified CH-53D Yasur helicopters, which have been in
Israel’s inventory for over 50 years.



