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ATLANTA (Oct 23, 2024) – Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro
announced  that  the  future  Virginia-class  Nuclear-Powered
Attack Submarine SSN 813 will be named USS Atlanta. Del Toro
made the announcement during a ship naming ceremony at the
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum, in Atlanta, on
Oct. 23. 

The future USS Atlanta honors the city of Atlanta, and the
crews of the five previous Navy vessels named Atlanta.

The  naming  selection  of  the  future  USS  Atlanta  (SSN  813)
continues the trend of naming Virginia-class submarines after
cities. Secretary Del Toro previously named USS Long Island
(SSN 809), USS San Francisco (SSN 810), USS Miami (SSN 811),
and USS Baltimore (SSN 812). 

“The  city  of  Atlanta  shares  a  storied  and  historic
relationship with our Navy. Since the founding of our great
nation, Atlantans from all walks of life have answered the
call to service, including President Jimmy Carter, who helped
advance  our  nuclear  submarine  program  alongside  Admiral
Rickover, “the Father of the Nuclear Navy,” said Del Toro. “It
has been 25 years since the Navy has had a ship named after
the proud legacy of the city of Atlanta. Today, it is my honor
and privilege to name the next Virginia-class submarine, SSN
813, USS Atlanta.” 

Congresswoman  Nikema  Williams,  from  Georgia’s  5th
Congressional  District  joined  Secretary  Del  Toro  for  the
ceremony honoring Atlanta. 

“The naming of this ship is a testament to Atlanta’s history
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as the cradle of the civil rights movement,” said Williams.
“As this vessel sails across the globe, it will carry with it
the legacy of civil and human rights leaders like Congressman
John Lewis and President Jimmy Carter, embodying Atlanta’s
unbreakable spirit and the fight for justice that continues
today.” 

Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens also served as a guest in the
official party and highlighted the honor and meaning behind
the naming of the Navy’s newest submarine.   

 “Thank you, Secretary Del Toro for allowing Atlanta to take
its  place  among  the  great  American  cities  with  namesake
vessels,” said Dickens. “We envision the future USS Atlanta
sailing and submerging as a testament to some of the same
values  that  this  city  holds…protecting  this  nation  with
courage and strength. 

Secretary  Del  Toro  also  named  the  ship  sponsor  at  the
ceremony,  former  Atlanta  Mayor Keisha  Lance  Bottoms.  

 “The ship’s sponsor fills a vital role throughout the life of
a warship, serving as the bond between the ship, her crew, and
the nation they serve,” said Del Toro. ”I am honored that
Mayor  Bottoms  accepted  the  invitation  to  serve  as  ship
sponsor. As a leader and champion for the people of Atlanta,
she represents the best of our nation, and I thank her for her
lifelong commitment to our Navy, to our service men and women,
and to the United States of America.” 

The  city  of  Atlanta  has  strong  ties  to  American  history.
Founded in 1836, the city (originally named Terminus) was
incorporated as Atlanta in 1847. Following its destruction in
the  Civil  War,  Atlanta  rapidly  rebuilt,  became  the  state
capital in 1868, and is now an important center of industry,
finance, and transportation. The greater Atlanta region was
home  to  Naval  Air  Station  Atlanta  (1943-2009)  and  hosted
squadrons  from  Reserve  Carrier  Air  Wing  20,  and  Marine



Aircraft Group 42. 

The  first Atlanta,  a  screw  gunboat  (1858-1859)  was
renamed Sumpter after commissioning. The second, a protected
cruiser (1886-1912) primarily served in the Atlantic Ocean and
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  as  a  barracks  ship.  The
third Atlanta (CL-51), a light cruiser (1941-1942), screened
Task Force 16 carriers Enterprise and Hornet during the Battle
of Midway, supported the Guadalcanal campaign in July and
August, and defended Enterprise at the Battle of the Eastern
Solomons  on  24  August  1942.  From  12-13  November
1942, Atlanta took part in the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal,
during which she helped sink the Japanese destroy Akatsuki,
and later received the Presidential Unit Citation and the
embarked Flag Officer, Rear Admiral Norman Scott, was awarded
a  posthumous  Medal  of  Honor.  Suffering  extensive  torpedo
damage, she was scuttled. The fourth Atlanta (CL 104), a light
cruiser (1944-1970) served off Japan with the Fast Carrier
Task Force where she conducted shore bombardment missions. The
fifth Atlanta  (SSN  712),  a  nuclear  fast  attack  submarine
(1982-1999),  homeported  in  Norfolk,  VA,  completed  multiple
deployments and fleet readiness exercises during the Cold War
before being decommissioned. 

   

Attack  submarines  are  designed  to  seek  and  destroy  enemy
submarines  and  surface  ships;  project power  ashore  with
Tomahawk cruise missiles and Special Operation Forces (SOF);
carry out Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR)
missions; support battle group operations; and engage in mine
warfare.


