Navy MH-60S Helicopter
Crashes Off San Diego
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An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter, assigned to the “Chargers” of
Helicopter Sea Combat squadron (HSC) 14, prepares to land
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) on
Aug. 9. U.S. NAVY / Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Lake
Fultz

SAN DIEGO — A U.S. Navy MH-60S Seahawk helicopter crashed into
the Pacific Ocean while conducting flight operations
approximately 60 nautical miles off the coast of San Diego,

the U.S. 3rd Fleet public affairs said in a release.

Six personnel were on the helicopter when it crashed. One was
rescued and transported ashore. He was said to be in stable
condition. Search efforts continue by ships Navy and Coast
Guard aircraft for the five additional aircrew members.

The helicopter crashed at 4:30 p.m. PST, Aug. 31, while
embarked aboard USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). The carrier was
conducting carrier qualifications for aircraft at the time.

The MH-60S was “operating on deck before crashing into the
sea,” the Navy said. “Five additional Sailors aboard Abraham
Lincoln suffered injuries in the incident and are in stable
condition. Two of the five Abraham Lincoln Sailors were
transported ashore for treatment, while three of the five
Abraham Lincoln Sailors had minimal injuries and remain aboard
the ship.”

The MH-60S was assigned to Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron
(HSC) 8, based at Naval Air Station North Island, California.

The crash marked the second loss of an MH-60S this year. On
July 16 an MH-60S assigned to NAS Fallon, Nevada, crashed on a
rescue mission near Mount Hogue, California. No injuries
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occurred in that mishap.

An investigation into the cause of the incident is underway.



