Navy, AF Order Tactical
Radios from L3Harris
Technologies
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A Falcon IV AN/PRC-163 two-channel, handheld tactical radio.
L3Harris

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — The Naval Information Warfare Systems
Command, supporting the U.S. Air Force, has awarded L3Harris
Technologies an order for nearly 1,000 Falcon IV AN/PRC-163
two-channel handheld tactical radios that will provide Air
Force personnel with Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) airmen
with advanced communications capabilities, the company said in
a Nov. 9 release. The order is part of a five-year Navy
Portable Radio Program IDIQ contract received in 2017.

The AN/PRC-163 is a multi-channel, software-defined radio that
meets the Air Force'’s requirements for a small, multiband,
multifunction and multi-mission tactical radio. The radio’s
enhanced interface is easy-to-use, and the flexible software-
defined architecture enables users to quickly add new
waveforms and capabilities such as Mesh ONE. The addition of
mission modules allow tailored applications for specific
missions such as ISR full-motion video.

L3Harris’ Falcon IV radios are integrated network systems that
can simultaneously communicate over multiple channels and
crossband between those channels. They are capable of
satellite communications, VHF/UHF/L/S-band and multiple mobile
ad-hoc networking waveforms including ANW2, WREN and U.S. Army
tactical waveforms.

Air Force TACPs can now access mission-critical information at
a glance via interface with the Special Warfare Assault Kit,
which enables blue force tracking and supports coordination of
air-to-ground and ground-to-ground fires using multiple NSA
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type 1 waveforms. Situational awareness 1s advanced through
the ISR mission module’s full motion video capabilities.

“L3Harris’ AN/PRC-163 provides the TACP community with the
most advanced, interoperable handheld radios for the Joint
Terminal Attack Controller mission,” said Dana Mehnert,
president, Communication Systems, L3Harris. “The radios
deliver maximum flexibility in the joint domain and are a
critical enabler of the future of the Advanced Battle
Management System communications network. The AN/PRC-163 1is
being fielded by USSOCOM and the U.S. Army, which provides
critical networking capability to the JADC2 architecture.”



