Marines for Los Angeles
Trained in Crowd Control,
Commandant Said

[x]

By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Marines in the regiment being surged to
protect federal buildings and personnel in Los Angeles are
trained in crowd control, the commandant of the Marine Corps
told Congress.

“All Marines are trained in crowd control, embassy
reinforcement, etc., so this is part of their training, sir,”
said General Eric M. Smith, commandant of the Marine Corps,
testifying June 10 on Capitol Hill before the Senate Armed
Services Committee. “The standard Marine expeditionary unit -
before they deploy — is trained, and this battalion is ready
for that.”

Smith was responding to questions from Sen. Richard
Blumenthal, D-Connecticut, about the imminent deployment of
Marines to Los Angeles in response to recent rioting from
people protesting the enforcement actions of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) personnel in the city.

The 700 Marines assigned to Los Angeles are from the 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, based at
the Marine Air-Ground Combat Training Center at Twentynine
Palms, California.

The Marines were activated on June 9 by U.S. Northern
Command.

“The activation of the Marines is intended to provide Task
Force 51 with adequate numbers of forces to provide continuous
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coverage of the area in support of the lead federal agency,”
NORTHCOM said in a June 9 release. “Task Force 51 is U.S. Army
North’s Contingency Command Post, which provides a rapidly
deployable capability to partner with civil authorities and
DoD entities in response to a Homeland Defense and Homeland
Security Operations. It is commanded by Maj. Gen. Scott M.
Sherman.”

Task Force 51, which includes up to 2,100 personnel from the
California National Guard, is has been trained “in de-
escalation, crowd control, and standing rules for the use of
force,” the NORTHCOM release said.

“They are there at the SECEDEF’'s [Secretary of Defense’s]
direction to NORTHCOM [U.S. Northern Command],” Smith of the
Marines in response to a question from Sen. Mike Rounds, R-
South Dakota. “It’s one of our most ready battalions. They’'re
prepared to respond to lawful orders from the chain of
command. They’re there to protect federal property and federal
officers.

Blumenthal asked about the equipment the Marines would have in
Los Angeles and if the Marines would have arrest authority.

“Sir, they have shields and batons,” Smith said. “They need
not have arrest authority. They are there to protect federal
property and federal personnel.”

When Blumenthal expressed concern for the reputation of the
Marines thrust into a civil disturbance, Smith replied, “I am
not concerned. I have great faith in my Marines and their
junior leaders and their more senior leaders to execute the
lawful tasks that they are given.”



