International Maritime
Security Construct Releases
New Bridge Reference Card
Edition
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A boarding team from dock landing ship USS Whidbey Island (LSD
41) approaches merchant vessel Golden Nori after pirates
released the Japanese chemical tanker in December 2007. The
IMSC has released its new Bridge Reference Cards, which help
merchant mariners deal with situations like this. U.S. NAVY /
Cmdr. Michael Junge

MANAMA, Bahrain - The International Maritime Security
Construct (IMSC) released the newest edition of its IMSC
Bridge Reference Cards, May 13, Task Force sentinel Public

Affairs said in a May 17 release.

Originally published in June 2020, the reference cards are
designed as a quick-access distillation of guidance found in
the United Kingdom Marine Trade Operations’ (UKMTO) Best
Management Practices to Deter Piracy and Enhance Maritime
Security, edition 5 (BMP5) and address specific scenarios that
threaten the physical security of merchant vessels.

“Mariners are thoroughly trained on how to respond in
emergencies but being face-to-face with a real-life threat is
a completely different experience compared to an exercise,”
said Lt. David Bourne, British Royal Navy, the information
officer at Coalition Task Force Sentinel (CTF Sentinel), the
operational arm of IMSC.

“It is important to have authoritative, but easy to
understand, guidance at hand, especially when you are trying
to think clearly with everything happening so quickly.”
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The newest edition has sections specifically devoted to limpet
and sea mine awareness threats. Since May 2019, several
maritime incidents in the Middle East region have been related
to either mines or water borne improvised explosive devices
(also addressed in the cards).

“Our aim is to deliver a greater understanding of mines and
other explosives which have the potential to cause loss of
life or severe damage to a vessel, and empower seafarers to
alert authorities,” said U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Danielle Centeno,
the task force’s Maritime Trade Officer.

“Often times, under the cover of darkness, perpetrators use
small boats or divers to plant limpet mines, which are mines
that magnetically adhere to the metal hull of merchant
vessels.”

The reference cards provide industry best practices addressing
factors seafarers and vessel masters should consider when
facing threats to include being approached by a suspicious
craft in port or at anchor.

“Mariners don’t have time to waste when facing a possible
crisis. They must assess what they see and know who to call,”
said Centeno.

If seafarers understand the threat, they are more likely to
identify nefarious or suspicious activity before an attack
materializes.

The cards also address what to do if hailed by unknown vessels
or aircraft exhibiting threatening or harassing behavior,
impeding safe navigation, or attempting to illegitimately
alter one’s course within international waters.

“These bridge cards serve as a reminder to professional
mariners that they are not alone,” said Royal Navy Commodore
Adrian Fryer, CTF Sentinel’s commanding officer.



“Rather, there are a number of organizations like IMSC, UKMTO
(United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations), and other national
defense forces that are devoted to protecting freedom of
navigation.”

UKMTO is a British Royal Navy capability with the principal
purpose of providing an information conduit between maritime
security forces and the wider international maritime trade
community.

IMSC continues to work together with industry partners to
safeguard freedom of navigation and the free flow of commerce
and to reassure merchant shipping by deterring and exposing
state-sponsored malign activity that threatens security of the
maritime commons in the Arabian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Arabian
Sea, Gulf of Aden and the Southern Red Sea.



