
Ike  Supports  Operation
Inherent Resolve from Eastern
Mediterranean

An F/A-18E Super Hornet, attached to the “Rampagers” of Strike
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 83, launches from the flight deck in
preparation for operation inherent resolve aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), in
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  March  31,  2021.  U.S.  NAVY  /  Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sophie A. Pinkham
NAPLES  —  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Carrier  Strike  Group  began
flight operations in support of Operation Inherent Resolve
(OIR) from the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, March 31, 2021.  

Aircraft from Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 3 supported Combined
Joint  Task  Force  OIR,  demonstrating  U.S.  commitment  to
security in the region, U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs said in
a March 31 release.  

“Our Strike Group is ready and capable of providing direct,
long-range combat operational air support from the Eastern
Mediterranean  Sea,”  said  Rear  Adm.  Scott  F.  Robertson,
commander, Carrier Strike Group Two. “CSG-2’s presence in U.S.
6th Fleet shows the flexibility of our naval forces to conduct
operations whenever and wherever necessary. We can provide a
wide range of options to our nation and allies in deterring
adversarial aggression and disruption of maritime security and
regional stability.” 

IKE’s  operation  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea  demonstrates  the
capability  of  the  U.S.  Navy  to  support  OIR  from  multiple
theaters, highlighting the mobility, flexibility, and power
projection  capability  of  the  U.S.  Navy’s  carrier  strike
groups. 
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Operating  from  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  enables  IKE  to
seamlessly  support  three  combatant  commanders,  ensuring
immediate  responses  in  a  rapidly  evolving  security
environment. IKE CSG brings multi-mission capable platforms to
the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations with strike, ballistic
missile  defense,  and  intelligence,  surveillance,  and
reconnaissance  capabilities.  

Deploying ships and aircraft of the strike group, commanded by
Robertson, include flagship USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69);
the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Monterey (CG
61); Destroyer Squadron 22 ships include Arleigh Burke-class
guided-missile destroyers USS Mitscher (DDG 57), USS Laboon
(DDG 58), USS Mahan (DDG 72), and USS Thomas Hudner (DDG
116). 

Squadrons of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 3, embarked on Eisenhower
include the “Fighting Swordsmen” of Strike Fighter Squadron
(VFA) 32, “Gunslingers” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 105,
“Wildcats” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 131, “Rampagers”
of  Strike  Fighter  Squadron  (VFA)  83;  “Dusty  Dogs”  of
Helicopter  Sea  Combat  Squadron  (HSC)  7,  “Swamp  Foxes”  of
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 74, “Screwtops” of
Airborne Command and Control Squadron (VAW) 123, “Zappers” of
Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 130 and a detachment from
Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 40 “Rawhides.” 


