HII Achieves Milestone 1n
RCOH of USS George Washington
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The aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN 73) celebrated
the reopening of the aft crew mess with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony on April 16, 2021. Pictured (Left to right): Capt.
Kenneth Strong, the ship’s commanding officer; CVN 73 program
director Thomasina Wright; and Scott Menkes, deputy project
supervisor for Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Newport News. U.S.
NAVY / MCSN Dakota Nack

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — Huntington Ingalls Industries’ Newport

News Shipbuilding division reached a major milestone on the
refueling and complex overhaul (RCOH) of USS George
Washington (CVN 73), the company said in an April 16 release.

Following a ribbon-cutting ceremony, Sailors ate the first
meal prepared in the galley in the nearly three years since
the ship arrived at Newport News. The opening of the crew
galley is one of the last significant steps before the first
1,100 Sailors are expected to move aboard in June.

“George Washington has gone through a transformation since it
arrived at Newport News for the mid-life refueling overhaul
and maintenance availability,” said Todd West, Newport News’
vice president, in-service aircraft carrier programs. “The
crew beginning their move aboard and the reopening of berthing
spaces and galleys, all supporting our nearing completion of
the RCOH, is a sign that the ship is being brought back to
life. We look forward to continuing our work with our Navy
partners to redeliver the ship to the fleet.”

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 1is in the final stages of
testing, which 1is designed to exercise all aspects of the
propulsion plant systems and will certify the systems and
components for future operations over the next 25 years of
service. The RCOH is more than 85% complete, and the ship 1is
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on track to be re-delivered to the Navy in 2022.



