George H.W. Bush Carrier
Strike Group Enters the
Mediterranean Sea

=]

Ships from the George H.W. Bush Carrier Strike Group (GHWBCSG)
transit the Atlantic Ocean following a straits transit
training event. U.S. NAVY / Mass Communication Specialist
Seaman Apprentice Samuel Wagner

STRAIT OF GIBRALTAR — The George H.W. Bush Carrier Strike
Group, embarked aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS
George H.W. Bush (CVN 77), transited the Strait of Gibraltar
and entered the Mediterranean Sea as part of a regularly
scheduled deployment in the U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa
area of operations on Aug. 25, the group’s public affairs
office said.

The strike group ships, squadrons and staff departed from the
United States earlier this month, aggregating as a strike
group in the Atlantic Ocean before beginning the transit
through the Strait of Gibraltar.

“We are here to provide the flexibility and combat power that
only a U.S. Navy carrier strike group can provide combatant
commanders,” said Rear Adm. Dennis Velez, commander, George
H.W. Bush Carrier Strike Group, Carrier Strike Group 10. “The
Sailors of the George H.W. Bush Carrier Strike Group are
clear-eyed about our mission, ready to execute, and prepared
to reassure our partners and allies while allowing our
diplomats to negotiate from a position of strength, knowing
the U.S. Navy is on station.”

While in the NAVEUR-NAVAF area of operations, the strike group
will work alongside allied and partner maritime forces,
focusing on theater security cooperation efforts to further
regional stability and demonstrate the strong maritime
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partnership between the U.S. and these allies and partners.
This marks the first time that USS George H.W. Bush has
operated in the region since its 2017 deployment, after which
it entered an extensive maintenance period.

Prior to deployment, the carrier strike group completed its
final certification exercise with the Italian Navy destroyer
ITS Caio Duilio (D 554) as part of the team. Later in the same
exercise, the strike group came under the leadership of Naval
Striking and Support Forces NATO to flex command and control
between U.S. and NATO chains of command, highlighting
integration and interoperability between partners and allies.

Carrier strike groups are an inherently flexible naval force
capable of deploying across combatant commands to meet
emerging missions, deter and defend against potential
adversaries, enhance security, reassure allies and partners,
and guarantee the free flow of commerce in the region.



