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MANAMA, Bahrain — A French warship operating in support of
Combined Task Force (CTF) 150 conducted four illegal drug
seizures between April 19 and May 18 worth a total estimated
U.S.  street  value  of  $108  million  from  fishing  vessels
transiting international waters in the Indian Ocean. 

The warship seized 2,265 kilograms of heroin and 242 kilograms
of  methamphetamine  from  four  different  vessels  while
patrolling regional waters. CTF 150 is one of five task forces
under  Combined  Maritime  Forces,  the  largest  multinational
naval partnership in the world. 

In  2023,  maritime  forces  supporting  CTF  150  have  seized
illegal drugs worth a combined estimated U.S. street value of
$203 million, adding to record-breaking drug interdictions by
U.S. and international naval units in 2021 and 2022 totaling
more than $1 billion in value. 

“It’s  been  a  pleasure  working  with  the  French  sailors  to
achieve  our  mission’s  aims  together,”  said  United  Kingdom
Royal  Navy  Lt.  Francis  Henry,  a  CTF  150  staff  officer
responsible  for  coordinating  the  task  force’s  counter-
narcotics efforts. 
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CTF 150 conducts maritime security operations in the Gulf of
Oman, Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean to disrupt destabilizing
activity,  promote  international  rules-based  order  and  help
ensure the free flow of commerce. 

The  task  force  is  headquartered  in  Bahrain  with  Combined
Maritime Forces, which is led by the commander of U.S. Naval
Forces Central Command and U.S. 5th Fleet. 


