Final Zumwalt-Class Destroyer
Christened, Will Deliver Next
Year
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The final DDG-1000 Zumwalt-class destroyer was recently
christened. U.S. Navy / Mass Communication Specialist 2nd
Class Charles Oki

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. — The Zumwalt-class of destroyers 1is

experiencing a series of milestones as its program continues
to refine its role in the fleet, according to a May 7 briefing
at Sea-Air-Space 2019. The third and final DDG-1000 Zumwalt-
class destroyer was just christened in the last couple of
weeks, setting it up for a 2020 delivery. The DDG-1002 was
christened on April 27, Capt. Kevin Smith, DDG-1000 program
manager, said. The program also conducted the first live
missile firings using the Zumwalt Combat System on April 26.

The program is looking into implementing a maritime strike
version of the Tomahawk missile, and they are also looking at
the SM-6 Block 1A, the captain said.

The Navy expects the DDG-1000 to take on a different role in
the fleet compared to how it was originally envisioned. It was
slated as a ship that could operate in the littorals, but now
the Navy is shifting it to a more blue-water focus, Smith
said.

“We are now an offensive surface strike platform — more blue
water,” he said. “The Navy made a decision to go that way.”
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