
F-35B Crashes in New Mexico
En Route Test Assignment

ATLANTIC OCEAN (Oct. 18, 2023) U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Alex
Horne, assigned to Air Test and Evaluation Squadron (VX) 23,
conducts  flight  operations  from  the  Royal  Navy  aircraft
carrier HMS Prince of Wales (R09) in the Atlantic Ocean, Oct.
18, 2023. (U.S. Navy photo by Kyra Helwick)
By Richard R. Burgess, Senior Editor 

ARLINGTON, Va. — An F-35B Lightning II strike fighter crashed
shortly  after  takeoff  from  Kirtland  Air  Force  Base,  New
Mexico, on May 28. The pilot ejected and was hospitalized with
serious injuries. 

The Marine Corps F-35B was en route to deliver to Edwards Air
Force Base, California, for assignment to test duties. The
aircraft was flying from the Lockheed Martin factory in Fort
Worth, Texas, for delivery to Edwards.  

According to press reports, the pilot was an Air Force officer
assigned  to  the  Defense  Contract  Management  Agency’s  Fort
Worth office. 

Marine  Operational  Test  and  Evaluation  Squadron  One,
headquartered at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Arizona, has a
detachment  at  Edwards  Air  Force  Base  for  F-35  test  and
evaluation. 

Rep. Rob Wittman, chairman of the Tactical Air and Land Forces
subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee issued a
statement on the mishap: 

“I am incredibly grateful to the first responders who promptly
aided the pilot after this crash and relieved to hear the
pilot is in stable condition. I am praying for the pilot and
their family as they undergo treatment for serious injuries. 
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“Any crash of our military aircraft is of utmost concern.
While we know that expanding F-35 test capacity is the first
step  to  fundamental  F-35  transformation,  this  incident
exacerbates the already urgent need to expand it. That’s why I
authored  an  amendment  in  this  year’s National  Defense
Authorization  Act to  increase  F-35  test  capacity  by  50%,
ensuring  that  the  U.S.  military  can  accelerate  tests
associated  with  our  nation’s  largest  defense  acquisition
program. 

“This incident will undoubtedly cause a technical setback for
F-35  modernization  and  warrants  an  extensive  and  thorough
investigation to determine the exact cause of this crash.” 


