
DoD  Concludes  2021  Global
Posture Review

Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III is piped ashore after
viting  USS  Sentry  (MCM  3)  in  Bahrain,  Nov.  21.  Secretary
Austin was traveling in the Gulf region to deliver remarks at
the  annual  International  Institute  for  Strategic  Studies
Manama Dialogue and met with senior government officials to
affirm the strength of defense partnership and discuss joint
priorities in the Middle East. DOD / Chad J. McNeeley
ARLINGTON, Va. — Following several months of analysis and
close coordination across the U.S. government, the Department
of Defense released the results of the Global Posture Review
(GPR) Nov. 29. 

The conclusion of the review comes at a key inflection point
following the end of operations in Afghanistan and ongoing
development of the National Defense Strategy. Nested within
the  Interim  National  Security  Strategic  Guidance,  the  GPR
assessed DoD’s posture across major regions outside the United
States and developed near-term posture adjustments, posture
planning  guidance  and  analysis  on  long-term  strategic
issues.   

Through  these  assessments,  the  GPR  will  help  strengthen
posture  decision-making  processes,  improve  DoD’s  global
response capability, and inform the draft of the next National
Defense Strategy. 

In the Indo-Pacific, the review directs additional cooperation
with  allies  and  partners  to  advance  initiatives  that
contribute to regional stability and deter potential Chinese
military  aggression  and  threats  from  North  Korea.  These
initiatives  include  seeking  greater  regional  access  for
military partnership activities; enhancing infrastructure in
Australia and the Pacific Islands; and planning rotational
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aircraft  deployments  in  Australia,  as  announced  in
September.  The  GPR  also  informed  Secretary  Lloyd  Austin’s
approval  of  the  permanent  stationing  of  a
previously rotational attack helicopter squadron and artillery
division  headquarters  in  the  Republic  of  Korea,  announced
earlier this year. 

In  Europe,  the  GPR  strengthens  the  U.S.  combat-credible
deterrent against Russian aggression and enables NATO forces
to  operate  more  effectively.  Based  on  an  initial  GPR
assessments and a recommendation from Austin, in February 2021
President Biden rescinded the 25,000 active-duty force cap in
Germany established by the previous administration.  

Additionally, Austin announced in April DoD would permanently
station an Army Multi-Domain Task Force and a Theater Fires
Command, a total of 500 Army personnel, in Germany.  

In the Middle East, the GPR assessed the department’s approach
toward  Iran  and  the  evolving  counterterrorism  requirements
following the end of DoD operations in Afghanistan. In Iraq
and  Syria,  DoD  posture  will  continue  to  support
the defeat ISIS campaign and building the capacity of partner
forces.  Looking  ahead,  the  review  directs  DoD  to  conduct
additional analysis on enduring posture requirements in the
Middle East. 

In Africa, analysis from the review is supporting several
ongoing interagency reviews to ensure DoD has an appropriately
scoped  posture  to  monitor  threats  from  regional  violent
extremist organizations, support our diplomatic activities and
enable our allies and partners. 

Finally, in Central and South America and the Caribbean, the
GPR reviewed the role of DoD posture in support of national
security  objectives,  including  humanitarian  assistance,
disaster relief and counter-narcotics missions. DoD posture
will continue to support U.S. government efforts on the range



of transnational challenges and partnership activities in the
region. 

The  Department  conducted  the  GPR  with  participation  from
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  components,
the  military  departments,  the  Joint  Staff,
the combatant commands, the National Security Council staff,
the  U.S.  State  Department,  U.S.  Agency  for  International
Development  and  the  Office  of  the  Director  of  National
Intelligence, along with close consultation with dozens of
allies and partners worldwide. 


