
Decker,  Jenkins  Among  Those
Honored  at  SecNav  Luncheon
Awards Ceremony

Jo Decker of BAE Systems won the Nimitz award for industry
leadership. LISA NIPP
The Secretary of the Navy Luncheon on Tuesday, April 5 was
capped by an awards ceremony, where the Navy League of the
United States and Secretary Carlos Del Toro doled out the
year’s top honors.

The Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz Award, which honors a
leader of industry who has made a major contribution to our
nation’s maritime strength or enhanced our national security,
went to Jo Decker, vice president of business winning and
strategy  at  BAE  Systems,  for  her  decades-long  career  “in
driving solutions to critical technology challenges in the
national security and public safety environment.”

Saildrone CEO Richard Jenkins won the Michelson award for
civilian innovation. LISA NIPP
The  Albert  A.  Michelson  Award,  which  honors  a  civilian
scientist, technical innovator or technical organization for
scientific  or  technical  achievement,  was  given  to  Richard
Jenkins, founder and CEO of Saildrone. Last year, the company
sent  its  flagship  autonomous  platform  into  the  eye  of
Hurricane Sam, a Category 4 that stayed off the East Coast in
the Atlantic Ocean. The company took scientific measurements
and  HD  video  “that  could  transform  our  understanding  of
hurricane forecasting,” according to the award citation.

The award ceremony, which also included the Navy and Marine
Corps’ group and individual Safety Awards, closed with the
Secretary of the Navy’s Distinguished Public Service Award,
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which went to Navy League Past National President William A.
Stevenson III for his efforts to reshape the organization’s
board  of  directors  and  overseeing  the  implementation  of
active-duty membership during his tenure.

Safety Awards

Adm. Vern Clark Award Winners

Helicopter Training Squadron 28, Naval Air Station Whiting
Field, Milton, Florida

AWF1 Carlos M. Gomez, San Diego

Gen. James L. Jones Safety Award Winners

1st  Radio  Battalion,  1  Marine  Expeditionary  Force,  Camp
Pendleton, California

Benjamin M. Lebidine, Camp Pendleton, California


