CSG-4 Exercise Enhances
Gerald R. Ford Inaugural
Deployment with NATO Allies
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The first-in-class aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN
78) transits the Atlantic Ocean, Oct. 20, 2022. The Gerald R.
Ford Carrier Strike Group (GRFCSG) is deployed in the Atlantic
Ocean, conducting training and operations alongside NATO
Allies and partners. U.S. NAVY / Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class Jackson Adkins

NORFOLK, Va. — The Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group and

ships from three North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
countries completed a three-week exercise orchestrated by
Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 4 called Task Force Exercise (TFEX)
23-2 from Oct. 5-23, Carrier Strike Group Four (CSG-4)Public
Affairs said in an Oct. 24 release.

During TFEX 23-2, USS Bulkeley (DDG 84) and James E. Williams
(DDG 95) joined exercise events to prepare for independent-
duty deployments later this year. USS Bainbridge (DDG 96) and
USS Mason (DDG 87) supported CSG-4 throughout the exercise by
augmenting several training scenarios.

The exercise occurred concurrently with the beginning of Ford
Strike Group’s inaugural deployment.

Rear Adm. Jeffrey “Caesar” (Czerewko, commander, CSG-4,
reiterated the significance of the training exercise,
especially the unique interoperability opportunities alongside
the Ford Strike Group and allies.

“Carrier Strike Group 4 develops scenarios in an agile and
informed manner to best prepare our warfighters for anything
they may encounter while deployed at-sea,” said Czerewko. “The
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Task Force Exercise with the Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike
Group and coalition partners provided an unmatched opportunity
to integrate together in the Atlantic. The scenarios offered
all participants a building block approach to planning and
executing missions culminating in successful demonstrations of
lethal performance in a high-end fight.”

The three participating countries outside the United States
were Canada, Germany and Spain. Their ships included: ESPS
Alvaro De Bazan (F 101), HMCS Fredericton (FFH 337), and FGS
Hessen (F 221).

The scenarios offered during the exercise included dynamic
maneuvers, simulated strait transits, flight operations,
weapons systems testing, communication drills, and cyber
response.

“All entities within Carrier Strike Group 12 benefited
tremendously from this CSG-4-led exercise,” said Rear Adm.
Greg Huffman, commander, (CSG-12. “As the Gerald R. Ford
Carrier Strike Group continues on its first deployment, the
relationships built and capabilities refined with our NATO
partners will continue to enhance our flexibility while
operating forward.”

The Ford Strike Group includes: Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 12,
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 8, Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 2, USS
Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78), USS Normandy (CG 60), USS Ramage (DDG
61), USS McFaul (DDG 74), and USS Thomas Hudner (DD 116).

CSG-4 is a team that consists of experienced Sailors, Marines,
government civilians and reservists, who mentor, train and
assess U.S. 2nd Fleet combat forces to forward-deploy in
support and defense of national interests. (CSG-4's experts
shape the readiness of U.S. 2nd Fleet Carrier Strike Groups
(CSG), Expeditionary Strike Groups (ESG), Amphibious Readiness
Groups (ARG) and independent deploying ships through live, at-



sea and synthetic training, as well as academic instruction.
Along with its subordinate commands, Tactical Training Group
Atlantic (TTGL) and Expeditionary Warfare Training Group
Atlantic (EWTGL), CSG-4 prepares every Atlantic-based CSG, ARG
and independent deployer for sustained forward-deployed high-
tempo operations.



