Coast Guard offloads over
$517.5 million 1in illicit
drugs interdicted in Eastern
Pacific Ocean
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Crew members from USCGC Stone (WMSL-758) stand at parade rest
in front of interdicted narcotics at Port Everglades, Florida,
Mar. 20, 2025. The Stone’s crew secured the illegal drugs from
14 interdictions in the international waters of the Eastern
Pacific. (U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class
James Hague)

From U.S. Coast Guard 7th District, March 20, 2025

Editor’s Note: (Click the desired date for b-roll showing
specific cases from Jan. 30, Jan. 31, Feb. 19 & March 10.

MIAMI — The crew of U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Stone offloaded
approximately 45,600 pounds of illicit narcotics worth more
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than $517.5 million at Port Everglades, Thursday.

The seized contraband was the result of 14 interdictions in
international waters of the Eastern Pacific Ocean, and 35
suspected smugglers were transferred ashore to face federal
prosecution in U.S. courts.

“You heard it said before that the Coast Guard’s national
security cutters are game changers in the counter-drug
mission, but they still require a crew of men and women
willing to serve on or over the sea, and place themselves in
harm’s way,” said Capt. Jonathan Carter, commanding officer of
Stone. “I'm incredibly proud of our crew’s performance and
their efforts to combat narco-terrorism this deployment. In
one exceptional case, the crew interdicted four go-fast
vessels in 15 minutes, seizing nearly 11,000 pounds of cocaine
that will never be mixed with deadly fentanyl to threaten
American lives here at home.”

On Dec. 21, Stone’s embarked aircrew from Coast Guard
Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron detected a
suspicious vessel in international waters approximately 321
miles west of Ecuador. Stone’s boarding team interdicted the
go-fast vessel, apprehended three suspected smugglers and
seized over 1,630 pounds of cocaine.

On Dec. 22, a maritime patrol Dash-8 aircrew detected a
suspicious vessel in international waters approximately 180
miles southeast of the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. Stone’s
embarked HITRON aircrew and boarding team interdicted the low-
profile go-fast vessel, apprehended three suspected smugglers
and seized approximately 12,220 pounds of cocaine.

On Jan. 9, a maritime patrol Dash-8 aircrew detected a
suspicious vessel in international waters approximately 148
miles west of Salinas, Ecuador. Stone’s embarked HITRON
aircrew and boarding team interdicted the go-fast vessel,
apprehended three suspected smugglers and seized approximately



2,370 pounds of cocaine.

On Jan. 28, Stone’'s embarked unmanned aircraft system

(drone) crew detected a suspicious vessel in international
waters approximately 459 miles south of Manzanillo, Mexico.
Stone’s boarding team interdicted the vessel, apprehended five
suspected smugglers and seized approximately 3,885 pounds of
cocaine.

On Jan. 30, Stone’s embarked UAS crew detected a suspicious
vessel in international waters approximately 715 miles off
Mexico. Stone’'s boarding team interdicted the vessel,
apprehended two suspected smugglers and seized approximately
3,800 pounds of cocaine.

On Jan. 31, Stone’s embarked UAS crew detected a suspicious
vessel in international waters approximately 630 miles off
Mexico. Stone’s embarked HITRON aircrew employed airborne use
of force tactics to compel the non-compliant vessel to stop,
and the boarding team apprehended three suspected smugglers
and seized more than 2,565 pounds of cocaine.

On Feb. 12, Stone’s embarked UAS crew detected a suspicious
vessel in international waters approximately 655 miles south
of Mexico. Stone’s embarked HITRON aircrew employed airborne
use of force tactics to compel the non-compliant vessel to
stop, and the boarding team apprehended three suspected
smugglers and seized more than 3,640 pounds of cocaine.

On Feb. 18, Coast Guard Cutter Mohawk'’'s crew detected and
boarded a sailing vessel approximately 70 miles northwest of
Isla Malpelo, Colombia. Mohawk’s boarding team apprehended
three suspected smugglers and seized approximately 635 pounds
of cocaine.

On Feb. 19, Stone’s embarked UAS crew detected multiple
suspicious vessels approximately 110 miles south of the
Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. Stone’s embarked HITRON aircrew
employed airborne use of force tactics to compel the non-
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compliant vessels to stop, and their boarding teams
interdicted four go-fast vessels, apprehending eight suspected
smugglers and seizing approximately 10,885 pounds of cocaine.

On Feb. 25, Mohawk’s crew detected and interdicted a
suspicious vessel approximately 230 miles south of Costa Rica.
Mohawk'’s boarding team apprehended three suspected smugglers
and seized approximately 1,600 pounds of cocaine and 330
pounds of marijuana. Costa Rican authorities took custody of
the fishing vessel, suspects and bulk contraband for
prosecution.

On March 10, Stone’'s embarked HITRON aircrew detected a
suspicious vessel in international waters approximately 270
miles southeast of the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. The HITRON
aircrew employed airborne use of force tactics to compel the
vessel to stop, and Stone’s boarding team interdicted the go-
fast vessel, apprehending two suspected smugglers and seizing
approximately 3,980 pounds of cocaine. The transfer of custody
from this case will occur at a later date.

“The fight against drug trafficking and transnational criminal
organizations doesn’t begin at our U.S. maritime borders,”
said Cmdr. David Ratner, commanding officer of Mohawk. “Our
efforts to defend Americans at home begins with denying drug
traffickers access to maritime routes and disrupting the flow
far out at sea where we operate alongside interagency and
strategic regional partners like Costa Rica.”

The following assets and crews were involved in the
interdiction operations:

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Stone (WMSL 758)

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Mohawk (WMEC 913)

U.S. Coast Guard Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron
(HITRON) Jacksonville
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U.S. Coast Guard Tactical Law Enforcement Team-Pacific (PAC-
TACLET)

Joint Interagency Task Force-South (JIATFS)

Eleventh Coast Guard District

Detecting and interdicting illicit drug traffickers on the
high seas involves significant interagency and international
coordination. Joint Interagency Task Force-South, in Key West,
conducts the detection and monitoring of aerial and maritime
transit of illegal drugs. Once an interdiction becomes
imminent, the law enforcement phase of the operation begins,
and control of the operation shifts to the U.S. Coast Guard
for the interdiction and apprehension phases. Interdictions in
the Eastern Pacific Ocean are performed by members of the U.S.
Coast Guard under the authority and control of the Eleventh
Coast Guard District, headquartered in Alameda, California.

The Coast Guard continues increased operations to interdict,
seize and disrupt transshipments of cocaine and other bulk
illicit drugs by sea. These drugs fuel and enable cartels and
transnational criminal organizations to produce and traffic
illegal fentanyl, threatening the United States.

Each of these interdictions initiate criminal investigations
by federal law enforcement partners. Several were tied to the
transnational criminal organizations responsible. Drug
evidence from these cases 1is linked to cartels recently
designated as foreign terrorist organizations by the U.S.
government, including Sinaloa and Cartel Jalisco Nueva
Generacidn. These interdictions denied those criminal
organizations more than half a billion dollars and provide
critical evidence for their total elimination.

USCGC Stone is one of four 418-foot Legend-class national
security cutters homeported in Charleston, South Carolina
under U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area Command. The U.S. Coast
Guard Maritime Law Enforcement Academy where Coast Guard
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boarding officers train to conduct these missions, 1in
Charleston, celebrated its 20th anniversary on March 14.

For breaking news, follow us on X (formerly Twitter). For
additional information, find us on Facebook and follow us
on Instagram.

Make a difference on land, at sea or in the air with the Coast
Guard. Visit GoCoastGuard.com to learn more about active duty
and reserve, officer and enlisted opportunities. Information
on how to apply to the U.S. Coast Guard Academy can
be found here.
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