
Coast  Guard  Offloads  More
Than  $275  Million  Worth  Of
Illegal Cocaine In San Diego 

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Waesche (WMSL 751) crewmembers offload
bales of seized narcotics in San Diego, Feb. 13, 2025. The
drugs,  worth  an  estimated  $275  million,  were  seized  in
international waters of the Eastern Pacific Ocean. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Christopher Sappey) 
U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Southwest, Feb. 13, 2025 

SAN DIEGO — The crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Waesche
(WMSL 751) offloaded approximately 37,256 pounds of cocaine,
with an estimated value of more than $275 million, on Thursday
in San Diego.   

The  offload  is  a  result  of  11  separate  suspected  drug
smuggling vessel interdictions or events off the coasts of
Mexico and Central and South America by the Coast Guard Cutter
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Waesche in December through February.   

“The  Waesche  crew  faced  numerous  challenges  during  this
patrol, overcoming the hardest adversities and still had 11
successful  drug  interdictions,”  said  Capt.  Tyson  Scofield,
commanding officer of the Coast Guard Cutter Waesche. “Their
dedication, strength of character, and resilience ensured the
success of our mission, preventing over $275 million worth of
illicit  narcotics  from  reaching  the  United  States  and
protecting our communities from the devastating effects of
transnational crime.”  

Multiple U.S. agencies, including the Departments of Defense,
Justice, and Homeland Security, collaborate in the effort to
combat transnational organized crime. The Coast Guard, Navy,
Customs  and  Border  Protection,  FBI,  Drug  Enforcement
Administration, and Immigration and Customs Enforcement, along
with allied and international partner agencies, all play a
role in counter-narcotic operations.   

The fight against drug cartels in the Eastern Pacific Ocean
requires  unity  of  effort  in  all  phases,  from  detection,
monitoring  and  interdictions  to  criminal  prosecutions  by
international  partners  and  U.S.  Attorneys’  Offices  in
districts across the nation. The law enforcement phase of
counter-smuggling operations in the Eastern Pacific Ocean is
conducted under the authority of the Eleventh Coast Guard
District,  headquartered  in  Alameda,  California.  The
interdictions, including the actual boardings, are led and
conducted by members of the U.S. Coast Guard. The Coast Guard
continues  to  increase  operations  to  interdict,  seize,  and
disrupt transshipment of cocaine and other bulk illicit drugs
by sea. These drugs fuel and enable cartels and Transnational
Criminal Organizations to produce and traffic illegal fentanyl
threatening the U.S.    

The Coast Guard Cutter Waesche is one of four legend-class
national security cutters homeported in Alameda, California.  



The Coast Guard Cutter Waesche’s crew can operate in the most
demanding open ocean environments, and the vast approaches of
the Southern Pacific, where significant narcotics trafficking
occurs.  


