
Coast  Guard  offloads  more
than  $156  million  worth  of
cocaine in San Diego 

Crew members of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Midgett (WMSL 757)
stand at parade rest on the flight deck of the cutter in San
Diego, Sept. 25, 2025. The Midgett’s crew prepared to offload
drugs  interdicted  in  the  Eastern  Pacific  during  counter-
narcotic patrols, eliminating 21,126 pounds of cocaine worth
an estimated $156 million in value. (U.S. Coast Guard photo by
Petty Officer 3rd Class Roberto A. Nieves Felix)
SAN DIEGO — The crew of U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Midgett (WMSL
757) offloads approximately 21,126 pounds of cocaine, with an
estimated value of more than $156.4 million, Thursday in San
Diego.  

The  offload  resulted  from  four  separate  interdictions  of
suspected drug-smuggling vessels in international waters off
the coasts of Mexico, Central America, and South America.
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Midgett’s  crew  conducted  the  interdictions  during  counter-
narcotics patrols during the months of August and September
2025.  

“This offload represents the hard work and dedication of our
crew and the strength of our partnerships in keeping dangerous
drugs  from  reaching  our  communities,”  said  Capt.  Brian
Whisler, commanding officer of the Coast Guard Cutter Midgett.
“Maritime interdiction remains one of the most effective ways
to  disrupt  narcotics  trafficking,  and  together  with  our
partners, we are holding transnational criminal organizations
accountable.”  

This operation is part of Operation Pacific Viper, a Coast
Guard  led  surge  effort  to  counter  the  flow  of  illicit
narcotics  in  the  Eastern  Pacific  Ocean.  The  operation
leverages the Coast Guard’s Title 14 maritime law enforcement
authorities  and  capabilities,  supported  by  interagency  and
international partners.  

This  offload  reflects  the  combined  efforts  of  multiple
agencies working together to combat illegal narcotics from
entering the United States. Partners include the U.S. Navy,
Customs  and  Border  Protection,  FBI,  Drug  Enforcement
Administration,  and  Immigration  and  Customs  Enforcement,
working closely with allied and regional maritime forces.  

Currently, 80% of all narcotics seized in the transit zone are
interdicted at sea, underscoring the impact of Coast Guard
operations.  The  fight  against  cartels  and  transnational
criminal  organizations  requires  unity  of  effort  at  every
stage,  from  detection  and  monitoring  to  interdiction  and
prosecution  by  U.S.  Attorneys’  Offices  and  international
partners.  

Midgett is one of two Legend-class national security cutters
homeported in Honolulu. These cutters are built to operate in
the most challenging open ocean environments and play a vital



role in protecting the maritime approaches of the Pacific,
where  much  of  the  world’s  illicit  narcotics  trafficking
occurs.  


