Coast Guard Offloads $3.5M 1in
Seized Cocaine, Transfers
Smugglers to Puerto Rico
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Coast Guard Cutter Joseph Napier crewmembers offload 664
pounds (301 kgs) of seized cocaine and transfer custody of six
smugglers to Coast Guard Investigative Service and FBI Special
Agents in Mayagquez, Puerto Rico, Oct. 19, 2024. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo)

From U.S. Coast Guard 7th District, Oct.22, 2024

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter
Joseph Napier offloaded 664 pounds (301 kgs) of seized cocaine
and transferred custody of six smugglers to Coast Guard
Investigative Service and FBI Special Agents in Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, Saturday.

The interdiction 1is the result of multi-agency efforts in
support of the Caribbean Corridor Strike Force, while the
seized cocaine is estimated to have a wholesale value of
approximately $3.5 million.

The apprehended smugglers are facing federal prosecution in
Puerto Rico on criminal charges including conspiracy to
possess with intent to distribute a controlled substance
aboard a vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States. The charges carry a minimum sentence of 10 years
imprisonment and a maximum sentence of imprisonment for life.
Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Helena B. Daniel and Maria L.
Montafez, Deputy Chief of the Transnational Organized Crime
Section are prosecuting the case.

During the afternoon of October 13, 2024, the crew of a Coast
Guard HC-144 Ocean Sentry aircraft detected a suspicious 25-
foot go-fast vessel in international waters north of Dorado,
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Puerto Rico. Coast Guard watchstanders in Sector San Juan
diverted the cutter Joseph Napier to interdict the suspect
vessel. A Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine multi-
role enforcement aircraft also responded and maintained aerial
surveillance of the suspect vessel. Once on-scene, the cutter
Joseph Napier crew launched the cutter’s Over the Horizon boat
to stop the suspect vessel. During the pursuit, the passengers
aboard the suspect vessel were observed jettisoning suspected
contraband cargo overboard. Shortly thereafter, the cutter
boat crew stopped the go-fast vessel. Following the
interdiction, cutter Joseph Napier’s crew recovered six bales
and a single package of the jettisoned cargo which tested
positive for cocaine. The six persons onboard the vessel were
apprehended.

“This successful narcotics interdiction highlights the
importance of interoperability with our Caribbean Corridor
Strike Force and Caribbean Border Interagency Group
partners.” said Lt. Matthew Carmine, Coast Guard Cutter
Joseph Napier’s commanding officer. “I am humbled by the
professionalism and seamless coordination between multiple
Coast Guard units including, Station San Juan, Air Station
Miami, TACLET South, Sector San Juan Boarding Team, 1in
conjunction with our interagency partners from Customs and
Border Protection — Air and Marine Operations. Everyday my
crew and I are proud to stand the watch alongside our
Department of Homeland Security partners as we continue to
relentlessly combat drug trafficking and illegal migration
throughout the waters of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands.”

This interdiction, seizure and prosecution 1is part of an
Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces (OCDETF) Strike
Force Initiative, which provides for the establishment of
permanent multi-agency task force teams that work side-by-side
in the same location. This co-located model enables agents
from different agencies to collaborate on intelligence-driven,



multi-jurisdictional operations to disrupt and dismantle the
most significant drug traffickers, money launderers, gangs,
and transnational criminal organizations. The specific mission
of the Caribbean Corridor Strike Force (CCSF) is to identify,
disrupt, and dismantle Transnational Criminal Organizations.
The CCSF 1s comprised of agents and officers from the Drug
Enforcement Administration, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland
Security Investigations, United States Coast Guard
Investigative Service, and United States Marshals Service, and
prosecution is being led by the 0ffice of the United States
Attorney for the District of Puerto Rico.

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Joseph Napier 1is 154-foot fast
response cutter homeported in San Juan, Puerto Rico.



