Coast Guard, DHS Partners
Establish Joint Coordination
Center in Houston
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Leaders from Coast Guard Sector Houston-Galveston, Homeland
Security Investigations Houston, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Houston and Transportation Security Administration
Houston commemorate the establishment of a Joint Intelligence
and Operations Coordination Center June 7. U.S. COAST GUARD /
Tim Oberle

HOUSTON — Leaders from Coast Guard Sector Houston-Galveston,

Homeland Security Investigations Houston, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection Houston and Transportation Security
Administration Houston announced June 9 the establishment of a
Joint Intelligence and Operations Coordination Center.

Located within Sector Houston-Galveston, the new multi-agency
coordination center will directly support the Southeast Texas
and Southwest Louisiana Regional Coordinating Mechanism and be
staffed with personnel from the Coast Guard, HSI, CBP and TSA.
JIOCC staff will include a full-time counterdrug analyst from
the Texas National Guard whose focus will be providing
analytical support to DHS components.

The JIOCC’s primary purpose is to act as a unified control
center and coordinate operations between participating
agencies to bolster interoperability and deconflict where an
agency'’'s operations may overlap with others. Additionally, the
JIOCC will serve as a ready-made event command post in the
event of a natural disaster or other emergency, such as a
strong hurricane.

The establishment of the JIOCC is part of DHS efforts to
modernize the Maritime Operations Coordination Plan by
establishing coordination cells in strategic locations around
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the country to facilitate intelligence sharing and coordinate
operations for an efficient, effective and unified
departmental response to threats against the United States in
the maritime environment.

“By bringing together and leveraging each agency’s unique
strengths, authorities and capabilities, we are better
postured to protect the ports and waterways of Southeast Texas
and Southwest Louisiana,” said Coast Guard Capt. Jason Smith,
commander, Sector Houston-Galveston and ReCoM executive
committee member. “The establishment of this JIOCC illustrates
our commitment to enhancing maritime homeland security by
improving intelligence and information sharing and increasing
operational integration and deconfliction.”



