Coast Guard Cutter William
Hart Returns Home
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A crew member of Coast Guard Cutter W1111am Hart (WPC 1134)
embraces his family on the pier at Coast Guard Base Honolulu,
May 31, 2025. The crew of the William Hart traveled more than
7,000 nautical miles during their 46-day patrol of Oceania.
(U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Avery
Tibbets)

Coast Guard 14th District External Affairs, May 31, 2025

HONOLULU — The crew of Coast Guard Cutter William Hart (WPC
1134) returned to Honolulu Saturday following a 46-day patrol
in support of Coast Guard District Fourteen’s Operation Blue
Pacific in Oceania.

The William Hart crew departed Coast Guard Base Honolulu in
April and traveled more than 7,000 nautical miles spanning
from the Hawaiian Islands to the Kingdom of Tonga. Patrolling
in support of Operation Blue Pacific, the cutter’s crew worked
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alongside Pacific Island Countries to enhance maritime domain
awareness, combat illegal fishing activities and reinforce a
shared commitment to maritime governance and regional
stability.

Reinforcing U.S. border security and territorial integrity,
the William Hart crew also patrolled U.S. and neighboring
Exclusive Economic Zones, including those in American Samoa.
These operations advanced the United States’ commitment to
securing our borders and maritime approaches to detect, deter,
and interdict illegal activities and threats to the
homeland.

Leveraging existing bilateral maritime law enforcement
agreements, the William Hart crew conducted seven vessel
boardings and seven observation reports alongside Pacific
Island law enforcement partners within the respective
exclusive economic zones. The cutter’s crew also conducted two
fishery boardings on the high seas in concert with the Western
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, addressing illegal,
unreported, and unregulated fishing within the region.

During William Hart's patrol, the crew made port calls in
American Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa. The crew hosted tours
for members of the Fijian Navy, U.S. Embassy Nuku’alofa, and
the Tongan Royal Navy. The crew also engaged with the next
generation of maritime professionals, providing tours for
students from the National University of Samoa Maritime School
and the Ministry of Police Maritime Division. A sporting event
hosted by the Tongan Royal Navy, alongside personnel from an
Australian naval vessel, further solidified regional
camaraderie. In Samoa, a dinner hosted by the Australian
Embassy served to strengthen diplomatic and maritime
partnerships.

“This patrol emphasizes the Coast Guard’s vital role in
promoting maritime security and regional stability throughout
Oceania, while safequarding U.S. interests” said Lt. Cmdr.



Stephen A. Hills, commanding officer of the William Hart. “Our
crew worked alongside our Pacific partners to strengthen
maritime governance, counter illegal fishing and narcotics
trafficking and build lasting relationships that enhance
safety and sovereignty across the region.”

The William Hart is the third 154-foot Sentinel-class fast
response cutter homeported in Honolulu. The cutter’s primary
missions are maritime law enforcement, search and rescue and
national defense.



