CH-53K Program Enters Multi-
Year Procurement Contract
with GE

A U.S. Marine Corps CH-53K King Stallion helicopter assigned
to Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron (HMH) 461, Marine Aircraft
Group 29 lifts a joint light tactical vehicle during a
helicopter support team exercise at Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina, Sep. 4, 2025. The helicopter
support team operations enhanced the ability to coordinate
safe rigging, loading, and lifting of vehicles by helicopter
for precise and secure air transport. (U.S. Marine Corps photo
by Sgt. Jorge Borjas)

Release From Naval Air Systems Command

NAS PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — A five-year, multi-year procurement
(MYP) contract was signed on January 8 between the Department
of War (DOW) and GE Aerospace for both new production and
spare T-408 engines, along with associated sustainment
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services for the CH-53K King Stallion helicopter. The $1.4
billion contract covers five years, Lots 9-13, providing more
than $174 million in savings over the Future Years Defense
Program (FYDP).

The CH-53K program is critical to the Marine Corps’ strategic
plan. It is replacing the CH-53E as the only marinized heavy-
lift rotary-wing aircraft in the U.S. defense inventory.

“This multi-year procurement is a key indicator of the strong
commitment to the CH-53K program, and the integral part that
GE plays,” said Col. Kate Fleeger, program manager, H-53 Heavy
Lift Helicopters Program Office (PMA-261). “The contract
allows GE to manage supply chain health through a stable,
predictable demand signal, ultimately achieving better
pricing, passing those savings on to the government.”

Multi-year procurement 1is one of several contracting
mechanisms that Congress permits the DOW to use in limited
circumstances. MYP is used in lieu of an annual contract
and provides the opportunity for significant savings. MYP
contracts require congressional approval for each use, with
the program meeting specific criteria to qualify for MYP.

“By committing to long-term contracts, we are simultaneously
reducing cost and helping to strengthen our defense industrial
base,” said Fleeger. “Ultimately, this multi-year procurement
will significantly reduce risk to the CH-53K transition
plan.”

Long-term, MYP contracts provide stability to industrial
partners while incentivizing investment. That investment
provides personnel and equipment needed for uninterrupted
production for the years negotiated. It also allows the
program office to improve production while reducing the
administrative burdens of annual contracts.

There are currently 23 CH-53K aircraft in operation with the
U.S. Marine Corps. The CH-53K King Stallion program is on



track for its first Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) deployment
in FY27.

PMA-261 manages the cradle to grave procurement, development,

support, fielding and disposal of the entire family of H-53
heavy lift helicopters.
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