
Annual Anchors Aweigh Fly-In
Spreads  Sea  Services
Knowledge Across Capitol Hill

Sen. Todd Young of Indiana greets Navy League CEO Mike Stevens
during the Anchors Aweigh Fly-In. Photo credit: James Peterson
Navy League members from across the country fanned out across
Capitol Hill on June 2 as part of the annual Anchors Away Fly-
In,  where  they  educated  lawmakers  and  their  staff  on  the
importance of sea service budgets and policy.

They presented congressional representatives with data about
sea service budgets and requirements, and urged predictable
spending levels, multi-year procurement programs and moving
away  from  continuing  resolutions,  which  have  slowed  down
shipbuilding.

They also urged support for the Maritime Security Trust Fund,
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which would provide long-term mandatory funding outside of the
annual appropriations cycle for merchant mariners and would
help rebuild facilities and education for maritime academies.

The Navy Leaguers also urged members to cosponsor legislation
including the SHIPs for America Act, the Pay Our Troops Act
and the SERVE Act. Among budget issues, they urged support for
a $50 billion annual shipbuilding budget and a $20 billion
annual Coast Guard budget.

“The  day  was  great.  We  saw  three  principals  and  three
staffers, for a total of six, and most were friends of the
Navy  League,”  National  President  Larry  Salter  said  at  a
reception following the day of meetings.

Salter  said  his  team  emphasized  support  of  the  SHIPs  for
America Act, aimed at revitalizing the U.S. maritime industry,
but most of the people they visited were supporters or even
co-writers of the legislation.

“It was a friendly crew and it was great to emphasize what we
are doing,” Salter said.



Navy League members fanned out across House and Senate office
buildings to discuss the needs of the sea services. Photo
credit: James Peterson
Ed Duffet of the Denver Council was on his second Fly-In
visit, and this year was the sole representative of the Rocky
Mountain region, doing his six meetings as a one-man band. He
had high praise for the Navy League Legislative Affairs team.

“Everything’s set. They give you the briefing, they give you
everything you might need to hand out to folks, they tell you
tips and tricks,” he said, and members can leave knowing they
made a difference.

“I’m coming back again. This was so much fun,” he said. “…
This is a joy. If they had it twice a year I’d come twice a
year.”

Taylor  Smith  came  from  the  Portland-Blueback  Council  and
attended nine meetings, including in-person sessions with Sen.
Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon) and Rep. Cliff Bentz (R-District 2).

“Everybody  was  very  receptive  to  all  the  information  we



presented, especially regarding the SHIPs for America Act, it
seems like a lot of support for that across the board,” Smith
said. “It all seemed very positive overall and was a great
trip.”

“It was remarkably successful,” said Randall Myers of the
Mobile Council.

His group met with five of the seven staffs from Alabama, and
“we’re all in agreement that we need a state-level maritime
security board, so we’re doing some things nobody else is
doing, primarily to push forward and provide the support that
the U.S. group needs at the state level, so we’re kind of
working from the bottom up while they’re pushing these various
acts,” he said.

The Fly In is a big part of one of the Navy League’s core
missions, that of advocating for the sea services, Salter
said.

“The members get to meet other members, meet some of their
elected officials, and they get to discuss what’s important
for them and the Navy League in supporting sea services,” he
said.

Overwatch  Imaging’s  ASO
Software  Integrates  AI
with Sensors
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ARLINGTON, Va. – Integration of artificial intelligence (AI)
with imaging sensors relieves operator workload on some drones
and Navy aircraft and enables those operators to focus on
decision  making  rather  than  sifting
through  overwhelming  amounts  of  data,  a  sensor  technology
expert said.  

“We focus on automating the experience of using sensors —
especially in the maritime environment but also overland — to
make it easier and faster as well as better for crews to gain
intelligence from the sensors that they use,” said Greg Davis,
founder and CEO of Overwatch Imaging, an imagery intelligence
technology company, in an interview with Seapower.  “That
process uses artificial intelligence and autonomy to reduce
the workload for the crews that are using sensors and also
provide those crews with a super-human vision — to see more
than they can naturally see by using the power of computing
and AI.” 

“The Navy has this problem [in that] they collect a lot more
data than they can look at,” Davis said. “Sometimes they don’t
even collect data because they know they can’t look at it.”  

Davis likened the task as “needing to find a needle in a



haystack.” 

Over  watch’s  software,  called  Automated  Sensor  Operator
(ASO), uses a connection to a sensor that same as the crew
would.  

“The crew interacts with a sensor through ethernet corrections
or serial connections,” Davis said. “We use that same method
of connecting to the sensor. We sit between the crew member
and the sensor. From that position we can take command of the
sensor and accomplish the job that the sensor operator wants
to accomplish and do that in an automated way that allows the
crew member to focus on something else. We provide alerts
when there’s something to see.” 

No  modifications  to  an  aircraft’s  mission  computer
are  required,  Davis  said.   

“We add a small edge processor, a small, ruggedized computer
that  basically  lives  between  the  sensor  and  the
operator workstation,” he said. “That small computer does the
AI, the sensor autonomy, right there at the edge between the
sensor and the crew in a way that does not change the existing
airworthiness of the kit.” 

Overwatch  puts  the  ASO  software  on  sensors  of  its
own  designs  and  the  ASO  is  “compatible  with  third-party
sensors like sensors that are on Navy [MH-60] Seahawks or on
the [P-8] Poseidon,” he said.  

Overwatch Imaging, based in Hood River, Oregon, has deep roots
in the autonomous systems and drone industry, Davis said.
It has had an existing SBIR contract for 2 years that started
with  a  Navy  requirement  for  AI-enabled  video
processing.  Overwatch  is  expanding  its  work  to  include  a
contract with another unnamed agency. 

Davis noted that special operations forces, the Coast Guard,
Customs  and  Border  Protection  all  have  “the  same



characteristic of needing to search big areas to find small
things. Once you find the small things, our crews are very
good at responding.  

The company also is working on applying its technology to
radar 

“We started building ASO for image-based sensors, but next up
this summer for us is an ASO for other types of sensors,”
Davis said. “Probably a synthetic-aperture radar will be the
first  extension  for  us  beyond  image-based  sensors.  But
eventually we’ll probably make this for all of the sensors in
use  on  naval  aircraft  and  other  kinds  of  sophisticated
aircraft. The crew can focus on making decisions, rather than
looking at a lot of raw data. Let’s use computers to look at
the raw data. … freed up that crew time to do decision making
rather than staring at a [computer] screen. 

Navy  Awards  SAIC  $50.6M
Torpedo Defense Services Task
Order
From SAIC, June 3, 2026 

Modernizes technology and infrastructure of existing and new
torpedo defense systems – including “Nixie” – to mitigate
threats,  enhance  vessel  survivability,  and  ensure  mission
success 

RESTON,  Va.,  June  03,  2026  (GLOBE  NEWSWIRE)  —  Science
Applications  International  Corp.  (NASDAQ: SAIC)  has  been
awarded a follow-on $50.6 million task order from the U.S.
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Navy’s leader in Torpedo Defense (TD) – Naval Undersea Warfare
Center (NUWC) in Newport, R.I. – to continue the company’s
work  of  providing  critical  torpedo  defense  system  design,
modernization, and sustainment services. This contract builds
on SAIC’s two decades long legacy of proven collaboration with
the Navy and success in advancing technology capabilities of
the most sophisticated torpedo defense systems. 

SAIC  will  leverage  its  advanced  digital  engineering
capabilities  to  revolutionize  the  Navy’s  TD  systems  by
streamlining  the  design  conceptualization,  prototyping,  and
fabrication processes of hardware and software. This approach
will  integrate  cutting-edge  modeling  simulation  (SIM)  and
stimulation (STIM) – enabling more robust system analyses,
data-driven  insights,  and  seamless  cybersecurity
implementation. These advancements will ensure that upgraded
TD systems achieve new levels of operational effectiveness to
enhance vessel survivability and empower the Navy to maintain
superior  mission  success  in  evolving  maritime  threat
environments.  

The company will support critical NUWC TD systems such as
AN/SLQ-25 Torpedo Countermeasures Transmitting Set (commonly
known as “Nixie”), Acoustic Device Countermeasures (ADCs), MK
58 Compact Rapid Attack Weapon (CRAW), EX 2 Torpedo Warning
System, Submarine Launched Unmanned Aerial System (SLUAS), as
well as emergent technologies and intelligence projects for
Navy and Foreign Military Sales (FMS) that guide upgrades to
the TD systems. 

“SAIC’s long-standing partnership with the Navy and NUWC is
built  on  trust,  technical  excellence,  and  an  unwavering
commitment  to  the  mission;”  said  Barbara  Supplee,  SAIC
Executive Vice President of the Army Navy Business Group.
“This  award  reflects  the  Navy’s  confidence  in  our  team’s
continued  ability  to  deliver  the  modern  torpedo  defense
systems  needed  to  protect  our  fleet  and  outpace  emerging
threats. We are proud to continue supporting NUWC Code 85 with



the engineering rigor, innovation, and agility required to
ensure our warfighters remain safe, informed, and ready.” 

The follow-on task order supports key NUWC Code 85 program
offices such as Undersea Warfare Systems Program Office (PEO-
UWS  PMS415),  International  Fleet  Support  Program  Office
(PMS326), Office of Naval Research (ONR), and Office of Naval
Intelligence (ONI), among others. 

USS Springfield Returns Home
to Naval Base Guam

NAVAL BASE GUAM (May 31, 2026) – Los Angeles-class fast-attack
submarine USS Springfield (SSN 761) transits Apra Harbor at
Naval Base Guam, returning to its homeport after completing a
routine deployment in the Indo-Pacific, May 31, 2026. Assigned
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to Commander, Submarine Squadron 15, based at Polaris Point,
Naval Base Guam, Springfield is one of five forward-deployed
fast-attack submarines. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Bryan Mai)
From the Navy Office of Information, June 3, 2026 

NAVAL BASE GUAM (May 31, 2026) – Los Angeles-class fast-attack
submarine USS Springfield (SSN 761) returned to its homeport
of Naval Base Guam, May 31, 2026, after completing a routine
deployment in the Western Pacific. 

“Springfield’s  presence  in  theater  reaffirmed  its  role  in
maintaining  security  and  stability  throughout  the  region,”
said Capt. Neil Steinhagen, commander, Submarine Squadron 15.
“Through sustained forward presence and operational readiness,
Springfield embodied its motto, ‘United for Freedom,’ while
promoting peace through strength in support of a free and open
Indo-Pacific.” 

Springfield’s  deployment  underscores  the  Navy’s  commitment
to  maintaining  a  persistent,  forward-deployed  undersea
presence ready to respond to evolving challenges across the
Pacific. 

“Springfield’s operations directly supported forward-deployed
readiness and reinforced the Navy’s ability to operate where
it matters most,” said Cmdr. Greg Storer, commanding officer
of  USS  Springfield.  “The  crew  performed  exceptionally,
remained  determined  through  every  challenge,  and  executed
every task with professionalism and purpose. I am incredibly
proud  of  what  they  accomplished  and  grateful  for  the
commitment  they  demonstrated  every  day.”  

During the deployment, four Springfield Sailors advanced in
rank, while three officers and fifteen enlisted Sailors earned
their submarine warfare insignia, commonly known as “dolphins”
or “fish.” The insignia signifies qualification in submarine
operations and reflects mastery of watch stations, systems,
and  responsibilities  required  to  operate  in  the  undersea



domain. 

“Every day brought new challenges, and this crew met each one
head-on,”  said  Master  Chief  Information  Systems  Technician
(Communications) Chris Ries, Springfield’s chief of the boat.
“They  came  together  as  one  team,  remained  focused  under
pressure, and consistently looked out for one another. Their
hard work, resilience, and dedication show why our Sailors are
the true strength behind this submarine and our fleet.” 

Commissioned on Jan. 9, 1993, the Springfield is the fourth
U.S.  Navy  ship  to  bear  the  name,  honoring  the  cities  of
Springfield,  Illinois,  and  Springfield,  Massachusetts.
Assigned to Commander, Submarine Squadron 15 at Polaris Point,
Naval  Base  Guam,  the  Springfield  is  one  of  five  forward-
deployed  fast-attack  submarines.  Renowned  for  their  speed,
endurance, stealth, and mobility, fast-attack submarines are
the backbone of the Navy’s submarine force. Regarded as apex
predators of the sea, Guam’s fast-attack submarines serve at
the  tip  of  the  spear,  reaffirming  the  submarine  force’s
forward-deployed presence in support of a free and open Indo-
Pacific. 

MARTAC  Announces  Opening  of
Innovation Center West in San
Diego, California
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New west coast facility expands MARTAC’s operational footprint
and accelerates growth of autonomous maritime capabilities 

  

From MARTAC 

San Diego, CA — June 3, 2026 — Maritime Tactical Systems, Inc.
(MARTAC),  a  leading  provider  of  fully  autonomous  unmanned
surface vessels (USVs), today announced the opening of the
MARTAC Innovation Center West in San Diego, California. The
new facility marks a significant milestone in the company’s
strategic  expansion,  strengthening  its  ability  to  serve
defense, security and commercial customers across the West
Coast and Pacific regions. 

The MARTAC Innovation Center West will serve as a hub for
research,  development,  testing  and  customer  engagement,
complementing MARTAC’s headquarters in Melbourne, Florida. San
Diego’s  deep  ties  to  the  U.S.  Navy,  its  thriving  defense
technology  ecosystem  and  its  access  to  open-water  testing
environments make it the ideal location for MARTAC’s next



phase of growth. 

“The  opening  of  our  Innovation  Center  West  represents  a
pivotal step in MARTAC’s growth strategy,” said Jim Harvey,
Chief Technology Officer of MARTAC. “San Diego is home to the
largest concentration of naval assets in the world and an
unmatched community of defense innovators. Establishing this
facility allows us to work more closely with our customers,
accelerate development timelines, and expand the reach of our
autonomous maritime solutions.” 

The new center will support a range of activities, including
advanced  engineering  and  systems  integration,  live-water
demonstrations  of  MARTAC’s  autonomous  vessels,  customer
training and mission planning and collaborative development
with defense and industry partners. The facility is expected
to create new jobs in the San Diego area and further cement
MARTAC’s position as a leader in the rapidly growing unmanned
maritime systems market. 

MARTAC’s facility expansion comes at a time of accelerating
demand for autonomous maritime capabilities. The U.S. Navy has
outlined plans to significantly grow its fleet to include a
substantial number of uncrewed vessels, and MARTAC’s combat-
proven  platforms—including  the  MANTAS™  T-series  and  Devil
Ray™—are already in operational deployment supporting fleet
operations worldwide. 

“Our customers are telling us they need more capacity, faster
delivery  and  closer  collaboration,”  Tony  Smeraglinolo,  CEO
added.  “The  Innovation  Center  West  answers  all  three.  It
positions MARTAC to scale alongside the growing demand for
autonomous  maritime  systems  and  ensures  we  remain  at  the
forefront of this critical national security capability.” 



RTX’s  Raytheon  awarded  $515
million  contract  for  SPY-6
family of radars

Over the next decade, SPY-6 is expected to be deployed on more
than  50  U.S.  Navy  ships,  enhancing  defense  against  air,
surface,  ballistic  and  electronic  warfare  threats.  (Photo
credit: Huntington Ingalls Industries)
Contract accelerates integration and test support for the U.S.
Navy’s most advanced maritime radar 

From RTX 

ANDOVER, Mass. (June 3, 2026) — Raytheon, an RTX (NYSE: RTX)
business, has been awarded a $515 million contract from the
U.S. Navy for the SPY-6 family of radars. The contract is a
follow-on to the Integration and Production Support contract,
which was awarded in June 2025, and includes upgrading Flight
IIA destroyers with the SPY-6(V)4 variant. 

Under the sole source award, Raytheon will provide continued
support for the SPY-6 family of radars to the U.S. Navy,
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including the government of Germany with the potential for
other countries to be added under the Foreign Military Sales
program. 

“With over a decade of demonstrated success at sea, SPY-6
remains  the  U.S.  Navy’s  most  advanced  maritime  radar,
providing the fleet with unmatched sensing power and multi-
mission readiness to counter evolving threats,” said Barbara
Borgonovi, president of Naval Power at Raytheon. “Backed by an
$800 million investment to modernize our radar manufacturing
facilities, we’re accelerating production and are expecting to
double SPY‑6 output by 2028.” 

SPY-6 is now aboard two commissioned U.S. Navy ships and is
installed on 11 others, all of which are undergoing various
stages of testing. Over the next decade, SPY-6 is expected to
be deployed on more than 50 U.S. Navy ships, enhancing defense
against  air,  surface,  ballistic  and  electronic  warfare
threats. 

SPY-6  is  one  of  several  radar  programs  designed  and
manufactured  at  Raytheon’s  Radar  Development  Facility  in
Andover, Massachusetts, a 30,000-square foot site supporting
the production of diverse types of radars for U.S. and allied
forces. This vertically integrated and highly automated site
is one of the most advanced in the world, complete with a
gallium nitride (GaN) foundry to produce the semiconductors
essential for SPY-6 and other Raytheon radars. 

Raytheon  is  actively  hiring  engineers  across  multiple
disciplines  to  support  this  critical  program.  Interested
candidates can learn more by visiting our website. 
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HII’s Romulus USV Advances to
U.S.  Navy  Medium  Unmanned
Surface Vessel At-Sea Testing
Phase

From HII 
 

MCLEAN, Va., Statement by Andy Green, executive vice president
of HII and president of HII’s Mission Technologies division,
on the U.S. Navy’s selection of HII’s Romulus Unmanned Surface
Vessel to advance to the at-sea testing phase of the Medium
Unmanned Surface Vessel (MUSV) program: 

“HII is proud that Romulus USV has advanced to the U.S. Navy’s
Medium Unmanned Surface Vessel evaluation phase, a milestone
that reflects HII’s longstanding track record for delivering
mission-ready autonomous capabilities that support the U.S.
Navy’s evolving operational requirements. 
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“At the core of the Romulus USV is HII’s extensive experience
as a global leader in autonomous unmanned maritime systems,
combined with HII’s Odyssey Autonomous Control Solutions, a
proven autonomy software suite and a key differentiator of our
solution.  Demonstrated  across  programs  supporting  the  U.S.
Navy,  U.S.  Marine  Corps,  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  and  allied
partners, Odyssey enables intuitive command and control of
autonomous  platforms  and  swarms  across  domains,  enhancing
fleet  lethality,  survivability,  and  operational
effectiveness.  

“Romulus brings together advanced autonomy, scalable platform
design,  and  efficient  manufacturing  in  a  production-ready
solution  engineered  to  meet  the  demands  of  distributed
maritime  operations  and  integrated  manned-unmanned  teaming.
Its endurance, flexibility, and payload capacity provide the
operational versatility required for future naval missions. 

“We appreciate the U.S. Navy’s confidence in Romulus and look
forward to demonstrating the platform’s maturity, reliability,
and  operational  effectiveness  in  support  of  the  service’s
vision for autonomous maritime operations.” 

MARTAC, Mystic Powerboats to
Expand  Production  Capacity
for  Autonomous  USV
Deliveries 
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MARTAC T18 USV 
 
From Tactical Systems Inc. 

Partnership  combines  autonomous  maritime  expertise  and
advanced composite manufacturing to accelerate U.S. and allied
defense vessel production 

MELBOUORNE, Fla., June 1, 2026 — Maritime Tactical Systems
Inc.  (MARTAC),  a  leading  provider  of  high-performance
autonomous unmanned surface vehicles (USVs), and Mystic Power
boats (Mystic), a leader in high-performance composite vessel
construction, today announced a co-production partnership to
increase MARTAC’s domestic production capacity to meet growing
requirements from U.S. and allied customers. 

Demand  for  autonomous  maritime  systems  is  accelerating  as
defense and national security organizations expand their use
of autonomous capabilities in distributed maritime operations,
maritime  domain  awareness,  logistics  support  and  force
protection. MARTAC’s family of USVs, including the Devil Ray™
and MANTAS™ platforms, has been operationally proven for over
ten years in multiple government programs and exercises. The
company is now positioned to expand current capacity that
meets  both  near-term  needs  and  can  scale  with  the  market
demands over time. 

Mystic  Powerboats  brings  three  decades  of  expertise  in
advanced  carbon-fiber  and  composite
manufacturing,  operating  from  a  nearly  100,000-square-
foot production facility equipped with the tooling, workforce
and processes required to produce high-strength, lightweight
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hull  structures  at  scale.  Mystic’s  proven  capabilities  in
epoxy resin infusion, carbon-fiber lamination and foam-core
construction align directly with the materials and methods
used in MARTAC’s Devil Ray and MANTAS platforms, making the
company an ideal co-production partner for scaling autonomous
vessel deliveries. 

“Accelerating autonomous maritime capability is imperative as
nations  place  greater  emphasis  on  maintaining  maritime
awareness,  ensuring  force  protection  across  distributed
maritime operations and protecting critical shipping lanes”
said  John  Cosker,  Founder  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of
Mystic Powerboats. “We are proud to leverage our heritage of
applying  advanced  technology  to  deliver  high-performance,
rigorously  tested  watercraft  to  now  help  advance  the
autonomous capabilities our nation and our allies need.” 

“The United States is home to exceptional marine manufacturing
companies  with  deep  expertise  in  advanced  composites  and
maritime  construction,”  said  “Seamus  Flatley,  Chief  Growth
Officer at MARTAC. “Mystic Powerboats is a great example of
this  ‘made  in  America’  ingenuity.  They  are  a  world-class
builder with the advanced composite manufacturing capabilities
and skilled workforce needed to produce the high-performance
hull structures our platforms require. Partnering with Mystic
is a key step in our strategy to rapidly scale production
while ensuring that our systems remain operationally proven
and ready to deploy.” 

MARTAC’s  partnership  with  Mystic  is  the  first  of  several
pending  domestic  co-production  partnerships  the  company
is finalizing that will support a significant expansion of its
co-production  framework.  The  distributed  production  model
strengthens MARTAC’s ability to meet operational demand by
increasing surge capacity, diversifying the supply chain, and
accelerating delivery timelines. 

  



U.S.  Defends,  Disables
Threats  in  Response  to
Iranian Aggression 
From U.S. Central Command, May 31, 2026 

TAMPA, Fla. — U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted self-
defense strikes on Iranian radar and command and control sites
for drones in Goruk, Iran and Qeshm Island this weekend. 

The measured and deliberate strikes occurred on Saturday and
Sunday in response to aggressive Iranian actions that included
the shootdown of a U.S. MQ-1 drone that was operating over
international waters. U.S. fighter aircraft swiftly responded
by eliminating Iranian air defenses, a ground control station,
and two one-way attack drones that posed clear threats to
ships transiting regional waters. 

No American service members were harmed. CENTCOM will continue
to  protect  U.S.  assets  and  interests  in  response  to
unwarranted Iranian aggression during the ongoing ceasefire. 

22nd MEU (SOC) Concludes 10-
Month Deployment  
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From  II  MEF  Communication  Strategy  &  Operations,  June  1,
2026  

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. – Marines and Sailors of
the 22d Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable)
began returning home in waves June 1, 2026, after completing a
nearly 10‑month deployment in support of Operation SOUTHERN
SPEAR and U.S. Southern Command’s priorities of countering
illicit  threats,  strengthening  regional  partnerships,  and
protecting the homeland. 

The 22d MEU (SOC) is comprised of Battalion Landing Team 3/6,
Combat Logistics Battalion 26, and Marine Medium Tiltrotor
Squadron 263 (Reinforced). The unit was embarked aboard the
Iwo  Jima  Amphibious  Ready  Group,  which  included  USS  Iwo
Jima  (LHD  7),  USS  San  Antonio  (LPD  17),  and  USS  Fort
Lauderdale (LPD 28). Initially slated for deployment to 5th
and  6th  Fleet,  the  ARG/MEU  pivoted  south  shortly
after  departing  Norfolk,  answering  SOUTHCOM’s  call  for  a
flexible, sea‑based formation capable of responding across the



competition continuum. 

During the ten‑month deployment, the 22d MEU (SOC) executed
five distinct MEU Mission Essential Tasks, demonstrating its
operational  flexibility.  Embassy  reinforcement  missions  in
Haiti  and  Venezuela  provided  security  during  periods  of
regional  instability;  five  Maritime  Interception  Operations
disrupted illicit trafficking networks across the Caribbean
Basin; integration with Special Operations Forces (SOF) during
Operation Absolute Resolve showcased the MEU’s ability to set
the  theater  for  sensitive  joint  missions;  and  foreign
humanitarian assistance operations in Jamaica highlighted the
MEU’s capacity to rapidly project aid from the sea. Together,
these  accomplishments  underscored  the  strategic  value  of
a forward‑postured naval expeditionary force. 

“This deployment proved a fundamental truth about our naval
expeditionary forces: nobody can do what a ARG/MEU can do
organically,  across  all  warfighting  functions  and  all
domains,” said Col. Tom “Banshee” Trimble, commanding officer
of  the  22d  MEU  (SOC).  “I  am  incredibly  proud  of
this  blue‑green  team.  Watching  them  pivot
from  high‑stakes  power  projection  one  day,  to  embassy
reinforcement and a massive humanitarian relief effort the
next was nothing short of eye‑watering.  

The deployment included several operational milestones for the
IWOARG/22d MEU (SOC) team. During Operation Absolute Resolve,
the ARG/MEU operated alongside joint and interagency partners
to open and set the theater for special operations forces.
Additionally,  the  MEU  enhanced  security  at  U.S.  embassies
in Port‑au‑Prince, Haiti, and Caracas, Venezuela. The unit
played  a  key  security  role  on  Mar.  14,  2026,  during  the
raising of the American flag at the U.S. embassy in Venezuela,
and  months  later  executed  a  quick‑reaction  force
and  casualty‑evacuation  rehearsal  in  Caracas  that  included
transporting the SOUTHCOM Commander via MV‑22B Osprey. 



“The Navy and Marine Corps team demonstrated its flexibility
and  operational  reach,”  said  Capt.  Chris  Farricker,
Commodore,  Iwo  Jima  Amphibious  Ready  Group  and  commander,
Amphibious Squadron Eight. “Together, the IWO JIMA ARG and 22D
MEU (SOC) showcased the United States’ ability to maintain a
persistent maritime presence and respond effectively from the
sea to meet regional challenges, with zero reliance on foreign
basing.” 

The ARG/MEU spent more than 90 percent of its deployment in
the Central Caribbean Basin, steaming over 130,000 nautical
miles. 

“Our ability to create our own training opportunities, both
from  the  sea  and  ashore,  was  a  critical  factor  in  our
sustained  readiness,”  said  Col.  Trimble.  “Our  Marines  and
Sailors built a logistical hub where none existed and improved
Camp  Santiago  to  the  point  that  the  BLT  was  able  to
employ  nearly  every  weapon  in  its  arsenal.  That  ensured
we maintained our tactical edge through month ten.” 

When natural disaster struck the region, the ARG/MEU rapidly
transitioned to humanitarian assistance operations. From Oct.
31  to  Nov.  13,  2025,  in  partnership  with  Joint  Task
Force–Bravo, the 22d MEU (SOC) delivered large‑scale relief to
Jamaica following Hurricane Melissa. Leveraging ARG shipping,
organic aviation, and sea‑based sustainment, the force reached
isolated  communities  cut  off  by  storm  damage.  Working
alongside  the  Jamaica  Defence  Force  and  the  U.S.  State
Department’s  Disaster  Assistance  Response  Team,  the  MEU
delivered  more  than  780,000  pounds  of  supplies,
dispensed 6,190 pounds of fuel at forward refueling points,
and mapped 72 hasty landing zones using organic intelligence
and reconnaissance assets. 

Beyond  crisis  response,  the  22d  MEU  (SOC)  strengthened
regional  partnerships  and  reinforced  deterrence  across  the
Caribbean.  Marines  and  Sailors  conducted  two  military



exchanges with the Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force, focusing
on  infantry  skills,  Tactical  Combat  Casualty  Care,
and  live‑fire  mortar  employment.  Regional  interoperability
expanded further through a major bilateral exercise in Ecuador
and participation in Exercise Tres Kolos alongside French and
Dutch forces in Martinique. 

As the 22d MEU (SOC) returns home, it sets the stage for the
incoming  24th  MEU,  deploying  as  the  24th  Littoral  Combat
Force, to continue SOUTHCOM’s mission in the Caribbean. This
deliberate  transition  ensures  the  region  maintains  a
continuous, capable, and ready ARG/MEU presence in the Western
Hemisphere.  


