Air-to-Air Missiles Program
Office Names Italy as
Partner
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The Air-to-Air Missiles Program Office has acquired Italy as
its 28th Air Intercept Missile 9X international partner.
LOCKHEED MARTIN

PATUXENT RIVER, Md. — The Air-to-Air Missiles Program Office

(PMA-259) acquired Italy as its 28th Air Intercept Missile
(AIM)-9X international partner Dec. 17, 2021, said Katie
Ursitti, a spokesman for the Naval Air Systems Command.

The Italian Embassy in Washington D.C. notified the Navy
International Programs Office that the Italian air force
accepted and signed the letter of offer and acceptance
provided by the U.S. government.

Italian air force officials signed the letter Nov. 19., and
shortly after representatives from PMA-259 and Raytheon
Missiles & Defense presented the AIM-9X Block II/II+
Classified Capabilities Briefing to Italian headquarters air
force staff and F-35 Lightning II pilots.

This LOA consists of a modest quantity of AIM-9X Block II/II+
missiles to complement Italy’s F-35 fleet. This procurement
will be part of the U. S. Navy’'s Lot 23 production contract,
which will award in 2023 and deliver missiles in 2026.

Additionally, the Italian navy, which also operates the fifth-
generation fighter aircraft, has been provided with a separate
letter of offer and acceptance for Lot 23 AIM-9X Block II/II+
missiles, and 1is expected to accept it soon. Italy will
receive AIM-9X missiles that will employ the true fifth-
generation Block II/II+ capabilities of lock-on-after-launch,
data link and surface attack.


https://old.seapowermagazine.org/air-to-air-missiles-program-office-names-italy-as-partner/
https://old.seapowermagazine.org/air-to-air-missiles-program-office-names-italy-as-partner/
https://old.seapowermagazine.org/air-to-air-missiles-program-office-names-italy-as-partner/

